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THE AMERICAN LEGION
POST 9 WINONA

WINDJAMMER

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Windjammer
September/October 2026

Dear Legion Family,
Happy Fall! You can definitely feel it in the air, and we are heading into one

of my favorite times of the year.

I want to take a moment to tell you how incredibly proud I am of our Legion

members. The ideas being generated—and, more importantly, the people step-

ping forward to make those ideas happen—are helping us expand our reach in
the community. I’d like to highlight just a few of the things we've been up to.
For the first time in our Post's history, we had a booth at the Winona County
Fair! It was a great opportunity to promote our veterans organization, recruit new members, and network
with other clubs and organizations throughout the area. I'm pretty sure you'll see us back at the fair-
grounds next year!
By the time you're reading this, we will also have had a tent set up at Goodview Days. I'm confident this
will give us another great opportunity to meet members of our community and, hopefully, connect with
and recruit more of our fellow veterans.
We also have a Concealed Carry Class on September 12. We're excited to offer this opportunity to our
members, and there is still time to sign up. The registration sheet is available in the bar.
And we're not slowing down! We have several fun activities in the works for this winter, so stay tuned—
there's more to come.
A huge thank you to everyone who has been willing to step forward, share ideas and, most importantly,
follow through to make them happen. We are only as strong as our members, and your involvement is
what keeps our Post moving forward.
Football, Food & Fall Are Back!
If you've read my previous newsletters, you've probably developed a pretty good idea of what drives me.
Family, God and Country are first and foremost. I also happen to have a passion for football and cooking!
As we head into my favorite time of year, I'm excited to announce that Vikings football and Legion pot-
lucks are back!
Sunday, September 13—which also happens to be my youngest daughter Kate's birthday, so a quick birth-
day shout-out to her!—is the season opener, and it's a BIG one:
Minnesota Vikings vs. Green Bay Packers!
We'll be kicking off the season with a tailgate party in the Legion parking lot beginning at 1 p.m. Bring a
dish to pass and come join the fun!
We'll continue having potlucks throughout the season for the Vikings' noon games. And yes... we even
have a bullhorn!
As we head into fall, I encourage everyone to keep sharing your ideas, get involved when you can, and
stop in and see us. Whether you've been a member for decades or haven't visited in a while, our doors are
open.
Come in, pull up a chair and say hello. I promise—you won't leave a stranger.
Thank you for everything you do to support our Post, our veterans and our community. I'm excited about
where we're headed, and I'm even more excited to see what we can accomplish together.

Rick Schell

Rick Schell
Post Commander



BAR REPORT
From your Post 9 Facilities Manager

AMERICAN LEGION POST 9
BAR REPORT

September/October 2026

. Where did summer go?! We are now entering Fall which means all of
Trisha Franzwa our food nights are starting back up!!!! Along with our food nights,
Our Fall bar hours for Sundays will change as of September 13™, We will now begin opening
at 11am for the football season.

I would like to mention some price changes that will be taking place as well. Due to the ris-
ing cost of products, you may start noticing a difference in prices. This will affect our meal
costs and drink costs. Our fish meals will increase by $1 effective September 18™.

Music will also be coming back on our fish fry nights so keep checking and see who is com-
ing the night of fish fry and dust off those dancing shoes for a fun filled evening!

As I am writing this the WSU students are moving in so that means limited parking in the
back of the legion during the week. We can only park in the loading zone designated for the
legion and our deliveries. You may park in the parking spots during the weekend but not
during school time, if you do, you will be subjected to a parking fine issued by WSU.

Taco Night and our meat raffle has changed to the 4™ Thursday of the month!!! Please make
note of change so you don’t miss out. We are also going to be offering a new margarita spe-
cial during our taco nights. Come check them out and take a chance of winning some meat!
Come down and say hi to our amazing staff and enjoy a cold cocktail and awesome conver-
sations!!!

Trisha Schneider
Facilities Manager
American Legion Post 9
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AUXILIARY NEWS

Auxiliary News and Events

September/October
2026

Diane Cada
Auxiliary President

Auxiliary Members,

Where has summer gone or almost gone? Everyone is so busy that times
just flies, when you are having fun!

What a great picnic we had, Thank you to all who worked so hard to
put it together and made our day great!

Bernadette, Geri, Gym, sorry that you were stuck with the clean-up,
awesome job. I hope my three little kids had fun with the games, and
Angie, Thanks for cleaning up the mess X 2.

Dues are in the mail $40. Please pay ASAP; we need you.

The Auxiliary meeting will be Sept. 8" @ 5:30, we need you to attend!

With Fall comes our food nights back, if you can help, Please let Jeff, or
Julie know, we need more volunteers, this is your
Club also and we can't do it alone!

FYI: the second Wednesday of the month, the Auxiliary serves a lite
lunch for the bingo players, along with a dessert,

If you would like to help or donate some type of food, dessert, or money
{to make food) let Julie or Karen know!

Serving stats at 6:00 PM — 7:00. All money goes to the Auxiliary.

We need ideas for fundraisers. Do you have any, let us know.

I don't mean to sound harsh or to repeat myself....BUT the volunteers
we have now work many of the food nights, it would be

Awesome the have some more helpers, give it a try, it's fun and makes
the heart feel good!

Many thanks to our Veterans, Active Troops, Police, Fire, EMT's for
your service, we love and respect you, HUGS!

Hug your loved ones and friends, tomorrow is not promised!

Live like someone let the gate open!

Di
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
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S.A.L. NEWS

SAL News and Events
September/October 2026

Hello Legion Family,

Greetings from your local SAL, hoping everyone has been enjoying their
summer. It’s hard to believe we are talking about fall already.
In September we recognize a very significant event that occurred when the
United States of America was attacked on our home soil. Commonly
known as 9/11, also known as Patriot Day. It has been 25 years since that horri-
Greg Lemmer ble day. Lives continue to be impacted by this event and we must never forget all
those lost due to this event.
The SAL will be holding its fall Chicken-Q a bit later this September; it will be Saturday September
19™. We will be limiting sales to 600 meals so please get your tickets in advance as walk-ins will be lim-
ited on the day of the event. Hope to see you there as the cost is still only $10.00 for pre-sales. Tickets
the day of the event will be $12.00, which is still a steal of a deal. A portion of the proceeds will be used
for the Post 9 Children’s Christmas Party and the local Toys for Kids Christmas give away.
There will also be a Chicken-Q on October 10" sponsored by, and benefitting the Cotter Speech Team.
The SAL will be cooking the chicken for this event held at the Legion. Please stop in and support the
Cotter Speech Team. Equally important, grab a seat and have a few beverages of your choice to sup-
port our Post.
Broasted Chicken will be starting on Thursday September 10", Please note that there is a menu
change. We are no longer serving fresh cut french fries. After much debate we have decided to go
with the same tasty fries that Wing Night uses. It’s hard to please everyone, and this change did not
come without much discussion.
I also need to mention that after reviewing all the foods events that happen on Tuesday we have decid-
ed to move Taco Night to the 4™ Thursday day of the month. What better time to try a Zing Zang
based margaritas from the bar. As always we will have a meat raffle that same evening.
As SAL Squadron 9 Commander, and 1* District Membership Director I’d like to include the follow-
ing statements regarding SAL membership:
A big THANK YOU to everyone who has submitted their SAL membership renewals. We have a great
group of guys that help support all levels of the Legion family. Thank you for your dedication, your
energy, and your passion for the Legion Family. Let’s keep charging forward — the future is ours to
shape!
The SAL is always looking for ways to support our veterans and the Legion family. If you have any
ideas please share them with us.

Please take the time to thank a veteran or active military member. They deserve our Thank You each and
every day. Please remember you have your freedoms because of them.

In closing, | wish you all the best. God Bless our Troops past and present and God Bless America.
Respectfully Yours,

Greg Lemmer
SAL Squadron Commander



BURIAL DETAIL/COLOR GUARD REPORT

Color Guard Functions:

Rollingstone Parade August 13
Redmen’s Flag Presentation August 22
Goodview Days Parade August 23

Funerals since 21 June 2026

Scott C. Wadewitz 28 June 2026
Frederick J. Buse 3July 2026
David G. Erpelding 18 July 2026

Richard J. Swanson 13 August 2026




American Legion Riders
Post 9 Winona
September/October 2026

Hello Fellow Riders;

I hate to be the bearer of bad news, however
summer is almost over. That doesn’t mean that
there aren’t lots of great riding opportunities
available. My advice is for you to get out there
and take advantage of the beautiful fall days,
and the awesome fall colors. By the time you re-
ceive this we will have finished our annual Is-
land City Ride for Vets. I want to thank the SAL for putting on
the meal after the ride. It was very greatly appreciated.

We will continue to have our Wing Night on the 2" Tuesday of
each month, and we will be supporting Bingo on the 4™ Wednes-
day by supplying meals and assorted desserts. Check with Riders
members if you are interested in the menu for that month, as the
offering changes monthly. We definitely appreciate your support.
We have many activities coming in the next couple of months, in-
cluding our annual Toys for Kids drive on Black Friday.

Anyone interested in becoming an American Legion Rider can
reach out to me at bdegnan55971@gmail.com, or my Member-
ship Director at mmohr.55987@gmail.com.

Respectfully Submitted

Brian Degnan

Legion Riders Director

Brian Degnan



mailto:bdegnan55971@gmail.com
mailto:mmohr.55987@gmail.com




Exciting
News !!!

Our American Legion Post 9
is now offering

Turbo Bingo

with our Wednesday night bingo !!

Come play Turbo Bingo (bingo on a tablet)
here at the Legion and have chances to win

$53 !

Tablet plays the bingo for you. No bingo dobbing needed !

3 different Turbo Bingo Packages to choose from !

Can play bingo on sheets with dobber and/or bingo on a tablet !
Every Wednesday - Doors open at 6pm - Bingo begins at 7pm.

Leon J. Wetzel American Legion Post 9
Gambling License: 00075






For every davit sold by OZ Lifting Products in the month
of July 2026, OZ Lifting donated $50.00 to our Post 9
Veterans Relief Fund. That total was $9650.00 donated

If you meet someone from OZ Lifting, thank them for
their generosity and support of our Veterans!!

Sam Sasser Adjutant American Legion Post 9






Attendees:
Patricia Wanek
Carol Voshage

Becky Kendrick-
Thomas

Joni Faustino
Ellen English
Kristy Tibor
Amy Pelowski
And

Dar Troke

On Friday August 20th, Dar Troke, (our Post 9 Membership Director), hosted a luncheon for American Le-

gion Post 9’s female Legion Members. This luncheon was to honor our female members for their service

American Legion Post 9 female members:

Andrea Banicki
Tina Berg

Ellen English
Rebecca Felix
Carol Gordon
Victoria Mendes
Amy Pelowski
Margaret Stalka
Dar Troke
Patricia Wanek

Julie Young

Debra Bebout
Madelynn Bosch
Joni Faustino
Tammy Gibbs
Rebekah Kendrick-Thomas
Morgan Minick
Vicki Sandhofer-Krolick
Kristine Tibor
Carol Voshage

Renee Westbury

We thank all of you for being a part of American Le-

gion Post 9 and we thank all of you for your service to

our country.

Sam Sasser Adjutant American Legion Post 9



In A Changing
World, One
Thing Stays

The Same:

The Military It's the bond between veterans who

have served America, from

Experience . the fields of Europe to the

jungles of Asia to the
deserts of the Middle East
and everywhere in between.

”We Will not fail those with whom we ve

served,” was the promise
by generations of veterans.
Help us continue the legacy.

]Oin today’s American Legion -
bonded through service,
committed to the future.

American Legion Post 9
302 East Sarnia Street
Winona, Minnesota 55987
Phone: 507-454-4281

B ‘s,

The
American
Legion



American Legion Post 9 Color Guard
At the Goodview Days Parade on August 23rd!!!

If you are interested in joining the Color Guard,

please contact me. Open to anyone from the
Legion family. Sam Sasser

Adjutant American Legion Post 9

LtoR: John Banicki, Tim Reed, Brian Hjelmeland, and Mike Mohr



AMERICAN
LEGION
POST 9
PICNIC

AUGUST 9TH
2026

At the American Legion Post 9 picnic that
we had on August 9th.....

There was a fun activity for the kids. In
the gray tub there was money, toys,
candy, and stickers and more for the kids
to search and find. Looks like they had a

sponsored by the Auxiliary ladies!!!

Sam Sasser Adjutant American Legion 9



This is a picture of the American Legion Post 9
parade float at the Goodview Days Parade on

August 23, 2026. The float was pulled by Jerome
Gardner and his International Tractor. There is
always a sign up list to ride on the float!!

Join us!!!  Sam Sasser Adjutant Post 9



Join the American Legion Post 9

Burial Detail.

We are looking for new members to join us!
We provide Military Rites for Winona Area
Veterans. We take great pride in what we do.
Contact: Sam Sasser

Burial Detail Commander



First, make sure that you have a QRcode scanning app on your
phone.

Scan this QR code to download the current Windjammer news-
letter for American Legion Post 9. The Windjammer newsletter
is in a .pdf format.

Scan this QR code to take you to the online events calendar on
our website, americanlegionwinona.org

Scan this QR code to download the American Legion Member-
ship application form. Print this out on your home computer,
fill out the form, and bring to American Legion Post 9 with your
$55.00 payment.

Scan this QR code to download the SAL Sons of the American Le-
gion Membership Application form. Print this out on your home
computer, fill out the form, and bring to American Legion Post 9

with your $30.00 payment.

Scan this QR code to download the Job Application form for
American Legion Post 9. Print this form. Fill out the form and
bring to American Legion Post 9 and give to Trisha Franzwa.

This form is work in progress. Contact me for questions or con-
cerns. Sam Sasser Adjutant American Legion Post 9



These pictures are of Maurice Waldee when he served in
the Air Force as a C5A airplane mechanic. Upper left pic-
ture, Maurice is on the left. Other pictures Maurice is on
the right. These pictures show the immense size of the
C5A aircraft. Thank you for your service Maurice.

There are very interesting videos of the C5A on YouTube.

Sam Sasser Adjutant American Legion Post 9






This is an interesting bit of history donated to
our Post.

Sam Sasser Adjutant American Legion Post 9



The next 37 pages are scans of the last pages
of this booklet.

This booklet is a very interesting history and
documentation of the Vietham war.

Sam Sasser

Adjutant American Legion Post 9






You Bet He Does/!
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1967 OPERATIONS

WHEELER/WALLOWA, Americal Div
Sept 11, 1967-Nov 11, 1968

MALHEUR I & II, 101st Abn Div
May 10-Aug 2, 1967

MACARTHUR, 4th Inf Div, 1st Cav Div, 173rd Abn Bde
Nov 1-Nov 26. 1967

FRANCIS MARION, 4th Inf Div & 25th Inf Div

l—&pl‘i] 5-0Oct 11, 1967 2 Kontum

An Khe
@ ®

=
Pleiku (AT Yion

SAM HOUSTON, 4th Inf Div
Jan 1-April 5, 1967

11 CORPS

CEDAR FALLS, 25th Inf Div & 173rd Abn Bde
Jan 7-Jan 20, 1967
®Ban Me Thuot
SHENANDOAH II, 1st Inf Div
Sept 28-Nov 19, 1967

BILLINGS, 1st Inf Div.
June 12-26, 1967

®Nha Trang

\

ENTERPRISE, 9th Inf Div
Feb 13-March 10, 1967

IIT CORPS

IV CORPS April 22-June 7, 1967
#Can Tho
Bde, 1st Inf Div,

95th Inf Div, 196th LIB
Feb 22-May 16, 1967

DALLAS, st Inf Div
May 16-24, 1967

38

MANHATTAN, 25th Inf Div

JUNCTION CITY, 173rd Abn

































Photo by SSgt. Charles
Washington







































1968 OPERATIONS
NEVADA EAGLE,
101st Abn & 3d Bde,
82nd Abn Div
DELUAWARE/LAM SON 216 1st Cay Div & 101st Abn i Quang Tri 12 May 1968-

L ]
April 18-May 17, 1968 (A Shau)

=2 PEGASUS/LAM SON, 1st Cay Div, ARY
April 5, Apr 15 1968-

JEB STUART, 101st Abn Div 2 o
Jan 21-March 31, 1968 ng
. CARENTAN IT, 101st Abn
L CORPS Div & 3d Bde, 82nd Abn Di
MUSCATINE, Americal Div o—April 1-May 17, 1978
Dec 18. 1967-June 10. 1968 Chu Lai
s
Dak Toe \

MacARTHUR, 4th Inf Div

‘. *Duk Pho
Oct 11, 1967- -

Km:tum
PERSHING II, 1st Cav Div
Jan 19-Feb 29, 1968 _ An Khe
Pleiku
3 & o .
ui Nhon
II CORPS

SARATOGA, 25th Inf Div
Dec 7, 1967-March 10, 1968

® Ban Me Thuot
YELLOWSTONE, 25th Inf Div

®Nha T
Dec 7, 1967-Feb 24, 1968 \ a Trang

Cam Ranh Bay (®

QUYET THANG ‘]
1st, 9th & 25th Inf Div \ 11 CORPS |
§ \ \
5th & 25th ARVN Div ; - =
Tay Ninh
March 11-April 7, 1968 = = }
Long Binh \
»
CORONADO XI. 9th Inf Div ® ivon
Feb 4-March 15, 1968 Y\ »
IV CORPS == TRUONG CONG DINH,
9th Inf Div &
7Tth ARVN Diy
v
¢ Can Tho ung Tau March 7 1968

62
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 9 VETERAN'’S RELIEF FUND

The American Legion Post 9 Veterans Relief Fund was formed back in August of 2016.
The American Legion Post 9 was involved in a Gospel/Patriotic Concert that was
presented at the Central Lutheran Church. This concert was presented in four
consecutive days. The concert was the work of about 30-40 very dedicated individuals
who practiced once every week for about a year. The concert was a great success and
was so much fun just to listen to. The concert was no charge to those attending. At the
end of each performance the American Legion Burial Detail asked for donations. We
raised $12900.00 in donations after those four performances. We were amazed at how
appreciative the audience was. And the amount of donations we received.

These funds were to be used to help veterans. Thus the formation of the American
Legion Post 9 Veterans Relief Fund. All requests for donations are done through the
Winona County Veterans Service office. Tom and Rolando, our Winona County Veterans
Service Officers, first qualify the person as a Veteran. And Tom and Rolando then
ascertain that the request is a valid request.

The fund has provided assistance for electric, water and gas bills, water heaters, heating
and cooling equipment, rent, car repairs, property tax, phone bills, lodging, medical bills,
mobility products, food cards, and even assistance with funerals.

Once the requests are approved by the County Veterans Service Officers, the checks are
written and sent directly to the vendor. This fund is the most direct help to Veterans in
the County.

This fund has gone a long way in providing assistance to Winona County Veterans in
their time of need. These funds are available to all Winona County Veterans and
Veterans do not have to be a member of the American Legion to receive assistance.
Over the years we have provided about $45.000.00 in assistance to 200 plus veterans.
We are always asking for assistance in keeping this fund going. Donations to the fund
can be made by writing your check to the American Legion Post 9 Veterans Relief Fund. |
would like to add that the fund has no administration costs. 100% of funds donated go
to help Winona County Veterans.

Your donation will be greatly appreciated by American Legion Post 9, and the Veterans
we serve.

Thank you for your consideration of our Veterans Relief Fund.
Respectfully presented.

Sam Sasser

American Legion Post 9 Adjutant
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