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 Dear Legion Family,  
Time sure flies when you’re having fun! It’s hard to believe I 
have been your Commander for six months already. It seems 
like just yesterday I was writing my first article for the Windjam-

mer. There must be some truth in the saying, “The older you get, 
the faster time goes.”  

The things I have learned in the last six months have been both vast and welcome. As 
expected, I have received many different opinions about how things should stay the 
same, be improved, or be updated—everything in between. I’ve heard it all, from how 
great we are to concerns that the Legion is falling apart. I appreciate and value every-
one’s input, so thank you!  
With that said, we always have room for improvement, but I truly believe we do a lot of 
great things here. We are blessed with many dedicated people in this organization who 
volunteer and step up when needed. I can’t say enough about how fortunate we are to 
partner with other service-connected organizations.  
The Legion is also to have a diverse and strong leadership team on the Board of Direc-
tors. The “old-timers” are always willing to help with any questions and remind me that 
you can’t learn to swim by watching the Olympics.  
We also have a big year ahead as our country celebrates 250 years since its establish-
ment.  
I am truly honored by the respect I have been given as your Commander. The number 
of people who have come up to congratulate and thank me is something I didn’t expect. 
Serving as your Commander is an honor I do not take lightly, and your support means a 
great deal to me.  
The final thing I want to stress is that we are a family here. I mentioned that in my first 
article, and I stand by it. I look forward to the next six months of learning and serving 
this organization.  
As always, don’t forget to check out the calendar for all the exciting upcoming events 
this spring at your Legion.  
I hope to see you around the Post soon.  
 

Richard Schell 
Post Commander 
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Dear Auxiliary Members, 
 
Like you, I too am patiently waiting for our weather to calm down and stay 
nice so we can get in our gardens and flower beds!  
Come summer as in the past things will slow down at the Legion, (our 
volunteers need a much-deserved break), as you who support the club know. 
I Thank our workers for all they do, and of course without the member's 
support (baking, baskets, monetary), we could not do it alone; we are a 
club / team! Hugs to all! 
 
If you or a group of your friends have any ideas to host an event (food or ?) 
over the summer months, Please let Trish know and  she would be more than 
happy to answer your questions or concerns. We have an awesome club; we 
need to keep it that way. 
 
WE NEED YOU 
Please be sure that your dues are paid and sign up a new member. 
 
The Auxiliary / Legion will be hosting a Kentucky Derby Party, May 2, 
2026.   Potluck sign-up sheet is posted in the bar, prizes, raffle games and 
more, hope to see you there for a day of fun and friendship. 
 
In closing a want to "Thank You", for your baked goods, donations of 
baskets, your time and money spent to help support the Auxiliary, money 
goes to our Veterans, as well as some money for our local and state 
projects.  
 
Thank and pray for our Veterans and Active Troops, bring them home 
safely! 
Wishing everyone a safe and healthy summer. 
Make each day count, tomorrow is not promised! 
HUGS, 
Di 
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Hello Legion Family, 
 

Greetings from your local SAL, hoping everyone is enjoying the mul-
tiple seasons we have been every other day/week. 
 

Armed Forces Day on May 16th is a very important day in the United 
States.  It is a day dedicated to paying tribute to men and women who are 
on active duty in all branches the United States' armed forces.   

Equally important is Memorial Day on May 25th a day on which those who died in active mili-
tary service are remembered. 
Please remember these important dates, and honor those who served or are currently serving. 
 

We hope you are planning on attending our last Broasted Chicken event of the spring on 
Thursday May 14th.  Seeing how this is our last one before the summer break we are hoping 
for a good turn out. 
Happy Mother’s Day to all Mothers on May 10th.  The SAL will again be holding a Mother’s 
Day breakfast.  Tickets will only be sold in advance at the bar.  Tickets sales are limited and 
once they are gone there will be no further sales. 
 

Have you purchased your 250th USA anniversary shirt yet?  These are shirts that have the 
250th logo on the back and our Post 9 logo on the front.  Shirts are being sold at cost and we 
are hoping you purchase and proudly wear yours.  
 

Do you have any ideas what the Legion should do to honor the 250th anniversary?  Please 
share ideas on what we as a Legion can and should do. 
 

Be sure to review the calendar in your Windjammer and the board at the Legion for upcom-
ing events. 
Remember by patronizing your Legion you are also supporting the Veterans, the Legion, and the 
Legion Family members.  Your Legion is something to be proud of. 
 

Please take the time to thank a Veteran or active military member.  They deserve our Thank You 
each and every day.  Please remember you have your freedoms and right to vote because of 
them.   
 

In closing I wish you all the best.  God Bless our Troops past and present and God Bless America. 
 

Respectfully Yours, 
Greg Lemmer 

SAL Squadron Commander 

 

 

 

Greg Lemmer 



 

BURIAL DETAIL/COLOR GUARD REPORT 

 

 

Color Guard Functions: 
                            
              Stephan Taylor ceremony at Woodlawn Cemetery 

                                         April 18, 2026 

             
 
 
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

                                  
                                  
             
 

                               Funerals since 21 February 2026 

 

             Ronald G. Wenzel             20 February 2026 

             Eugene F. Korder             28 February  2026 

             Robert P. Flom                   5 March       2026 

             Gaylord J. Servais            27 March      2026 

             John F. Baumann                6 April        2026 

             Donald J. Hovland            18 April        2026 



          American Legion Riders 
                 Post 9 Winona 
              May/June  2026 

 

 

 
Welcome to Summer Riders 
 
Looking at the forecast for the next couple of days, the 
weather is going to be excellent.  Get out and enjoy some 
2- or 3-wheel time. 
May 2nd there is a Recruitment day going on to recruit 
new members and to retain current Legion Rider mem-
bers. Thid will be held from noon to 4 pm @ Rushford 
American Legion 301 MN-16, Rushford, MN 
55971.  Please stop by and support their efforts.  There 

will be many different activities and vendors. 
We will continue to provide meals during Bingo, with the exception of Ju-
ly.  Check the Facebook page for updates on the menu.  This will be on the 
4th Wednesday of the month.  We will also continue to have Wing Night on 
the 2nd Tuesday of the month, serving from 5:30 PM until 7PM.  Please come 
out and give us your support. 
Anyone with interest in becoming a Legion Rider please contact me at 
bdegnan55971@gmail.com, or feel free to come to a meeting.  We meet the 
1st Monday of the month at 530PM, at the legion.  We also go on a breakfast 
ride on the 2nd Saturday, and dinner ride on the 3rd Thursday.  Come out and 
join us and meet the crew. 
 
Brian Degnan 
Director 
American Legion Riders Chapter 9 
 
 
  
 

   Brian Degnan 

mailto:bdegnan55971@gmail.com


 

Mother’s Day 

Breakfast 
 

 

 

Sunday May 1 0 th 1 0 :0 0  – 1 2 :3 0  
 

At  the W inona Am erican Legion Club 
 

Buffet - style Breakfast  featuring: 
• scram bled eggs; plain or w ith 

peppers &  onions 
• biscuits &  gravy 
• sausage &  bacon  
• hash brow ns  
• french toast   
• fruit  
• m uffins &  pastr ies 
• coffee, m ilk  &  orange juice 

 

Tickets available at  the bar 
 

Adults $ 1 3  Children $ 7  

 ( 1 0  and under)  
 

LI MI TED TI CKETS AVAI LABLE, NO TI CKETS SOLD AT DOOR  



 

 

2026 Event Dates 
 

March 12 Broasted Chicken:   5:00 to 6:30 or until gone 

March 21 Chicken Q - Event Sponsor is Pickwick Mill Inc.  They will sell tickets and 

serve the meals.  SAL will grill the chicken.  Serving 11:00 to 2:00 or until 

gone.  Pre-sales held until 1:00 p.m. 

April 9 Broasted Chicken:  5:00 to 6:30 or until gone 

April 18 SAL Chicken Q.  Serving 11:00 to 2:00 or until gone 

May 9 Chicken Q - Event Sponsor is Winona Chiefs Baseball.  They will sell tickets 

and serve the meals.  SAL will grill the chicken.  Serving 11:00 to 2:00 or 

until gone.  Pre-sales held until 1:00 p.m. 

May 10 Mother’s Day Breakfast Serving time TBD 

May 14 Broasted Chicken:   5:00 to 6:30 or until gone 

September 10 Broasted Chicken:   5:00 to 6:30 or until gone 

September 19 SAL Chicken- Q.  Serving 11:00 to 2:00 or until gone.  Pre-sales held until 

1:00 p.m. 

October 8 Broasted Chicken:   5:00 to 6:30 or until gone 

October 10 Chicken Q - Event Sponsor is Winona Cotter HS Speech Team (TBD) They 

will sell tickets and serve the meals.  SAL will grill the chicken.  Serving 

11:00 to 2:00 or until gone.  Pre-sales held until 1:00 p.m. 

November 12 Broasted Chicken:   5:00 to 6:30 or until gone 

December 10 Broasted Chicken:   5:00 to 6:30 or until gone 

Date TBD  Two flag retirement dates yet to be determined 

 

Date TBD  Two Adopt-A-highways clean ups, dates yet to be determined. 

 

We hope you can join us and experience the great family environment at the Winona 

American Legion. 

 



 We are looking for you!! 
 ●  Are you a member of the American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary or 

 Sons of The American Legion? 

 ●  Are you (or are you a spouse of) a licensed owner of a legally registered 
 motorcycle in the state of MN? 

 We would love to have you join our local 
 American Legion Riders Chapter 9. 

 What are American Legion Riders chapters all about: 
 ●  American Legion Riders chapters are well known for their charitable work, which has 

 raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for local children's hospitals, schools, veterans 
 homes and severely wounded servicemembers.  

 What does our local American Legion Riders Chapter 9 do? 
 ●  We hold monthly meetings to discuss topics and approve agenda items. 
 ●  We have monthly breakfast and dinner rides to promote camaraderie and safe riding. 
 ●  We participate in the following local parades: 

 o  Winona Steamboat Days Parade 
 o  Goodview Parade 
 o  Goodview Lighted Parade 

 ●  We also participate in our annual Island City Ride For Vets 
 o  “All hands-on-deck” 100+ mile ride and fundraiser 

 ●  We support local veterans, youth events, and fundraisers 
 o  Toys For Kids 
 o  Veterans Relief Fund 
 o  American Legion Legacy Run 
 o  Ironwood Springs Christian Camp 

 If you are eligible to become a member, we would love to speak to you! 

 Please reach out to our Chapter Director Brian Degnan (507-458-3043) or 
 our Membership Chairperson Mike Mohr (507-458-8122) for more information. 

 “Ride together.  Serve together.  Succeed together.” 



                    2026 MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND WORK SCHEDULE 

 

Wednesday May 20th           Put out flags at area cemeteries. 

 

Thursday May 21st                 Put out flags at Woodlawn Cemetery.  8:00AM 

                                                   This is a lot of walking!!! 

                                                   Volunteers are very welcome!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

Friday May 22nd                     Layout strings for crosses at Lake Winona.  8:00AM 

                                                    Put out crosses at Lake Winona (if we can) 

                                                    Alternate day for crosses would be Saturday. 

                                                    Volunteers are very welcome!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

Sunday May 24th                      Burial Detail fires at area cemeteries. 

                                                    Leave Post at 1:30pm. 

                                                    Lunch on return for Burial Detail members and all 

                                                    of our Memorial Day week volunteers!!!!!! 

 

Monday May 25th                    Memorial Day Program at Veteran’s Memorial Park  
                                                    at 10:30AM.  We need help bringing the wreaths 

                                                    and sound system to the Park. 

                                                    Also will need help bringing these items back to the 

                                                    Post! 

 

Tuesday  May 26th                   Take down crosses at Lake Park at 8:00AM. 

                                                    Also flags must be removed from Woodlawn and  

                                                    area cemeteries. 

 

These schedules are dependent on weather.  For any information, contact 

Sam Sasser or Jeff Brokaw.  Please volunteer for any help and assistance you can 

give us!!!!  We appreciate all the help we can get!!  

 

                                PLEASE VOLUNTEER!!!! 

 

                                                             Sam Sasser 

                                                             Adjutant  



MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND VOLLEYS 

                                                                                                             MAY 24, 2025 

CEMETERY VOLLEYS 

Sunday Afternoon  (American Legion)                                 SUNDAY 

Immaculate Conception,  Wilson       2:00pm 

Frank Hill,  Wilson                                        2:10pm 

Trinity Hill, Wilson                                        2:20pm 

Centerville, Witoka                                      2:40pm 

Homer Ridge Cemetery                             3:10pm 

Bush Cemetery                                               3:30pm 

Pickwick Cemetery                                      3:50pm 

LaMoille Cemetery                                       4:00pm 

Cedar Valley Cemetery                              4:20pm 

These times are approximate. 
 

 

Sunday Evening  (VFW) 
Pleasant Valley Cemetery                         4:30pm 

St. Mary’s Cemetery                                     4:45pm 

Woodlawn Cemetery  (Section M)         5:00pm 

Oaklawn Cemetery (Minnesota City)   5:20pm 

These times are approximate. 
 

PLEASE NOTE ALL FIRING WILL BE DONE ON 

                SUNDAY AFTERNOON AND SUNDAY EVENING 

 

 

                                                                      Sam Sasser 

                                                 Adjutant  
                                                 American Legion Post 9 



    
           Join the American Legion Post 9 

                           Burial Detail. 

We are looking for new members to join us! 
We provide Military Rites for Winona  Area 

Veterans.  We take great pride in what we do. 
Contact:            Sam Sasser 

                            Burial Detail Commander 



 

 WSU is proposing to build two ballfields in Lake Park to 
our South.  WSU really needs to do this to be able to par-
ticipate in AA league. 
I think this will present a great opportunity for American 
Legion Post 9 for future business.    
But, we want our members input.  What is your opinion?  
We want to know!!!   Let me know. 
Think positive!!! 
                                      Sam Sasser 

                                      Adjutant American Legion Post 9 



SAL Squadron 9 donated $1000.00 to the Minnesota 

City Park Fund for the replacement of a handicap pic-
nic table!!! 
Pictured left to right are:  Mike Stinson, Brian Thom-
ashek, Kathy Schoen, Joan Albrecht, Michelle Lan-
gowski, Randy Sobeck, and Greg Lemmer. 
The Legion family supporting community projects!! 
That is what we are about!!      Sam Sasser  Adjutant 





 

In A Changing 
World, One 
Thing Stays 

The Same: 

The Military 
Experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

not fail 

 

 

 

Join 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

between veterans who 
have served America, from 
the fields of Europe to the 
jungles of Asia to the 
deserts of the Middle East 
and everywhere in between. 

 

 

 
those with whom we’ve 
served,” was the promise 
by generations of veterans. 
Help us continue the legacy. 

 

 

 

 
today’s American Legion - 
bonded through service, 
committed to the future. 

                                                                     

 

 

 

 American Legion Post 9 

                                                                                                                                                           302 East Sarnia Street 

                                                                                                                                                           Winona, Minnesota  55987 

                                                                                                                                                           Phone:  507-454-4281 

                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                             Check us out!!!!!! 

 

 

 
The 

American 
Legion 

“We will 

It’s the bond 



The following 16 pages are papers and 
newsletters from the USS Enterprise CV6 
from 1945. 
Very interesting newsletters and 
communications!!! 
These papers were donated to American 
Legion Post 9 by Bruce Odell in memory of 
his father,  Hubert Odell. 
USS Enterprise (CV-6) was a Yorktown-
class carrier built for the United States 
Navy during the 1930s. She was the 
seventh U.S. Navy vessel of that name. 
Colloquially called "The Big E", she was the 
sixth aircraft carrier of the United States 
Navy. 
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Vol. I, No. 3 U.3.S. ENTERPRISE(CV6) September 29, 1945

F.\R PACIFIC ROUNDUP

Tokyo, Sept. 28:.
Shipping will be available to send 1,490,000 /merican ser

vicemen hone fron the Pacific v;ithin the next seven months,
Allied headquarters said it was informed today.

Some 75,000 high point American service:;:on already are el- •
igible to return homo in October, November, December and January,
filling the shipping quota for those months, headquarters said.
Shipping wi-il bo- available in February, March and Apuil for - -
765,000 others, v/ho by that expertod to be eligible.

There are 150,000 occupation troops in Japan, in addition to
several thousand in the air forces, engineer, and special service
units. If scheduled October landings are made, the total will
be brought up to 260,000, Inclu4ing Army and Marine units-in
Korea and China, the total would then be 340,000,

Headquarters also announced this tentative lioiaooaniGig
schedule for divisions in tiie PhilipPi^iGs: 43rd Division ana
31st Division sail on October 3i'^&nd the 3Sth Division on Nov
ember 1. The first to come home from the far Pacific are

loading at Yolcohama now. It was understood that two more Pac- •
ific divisions have been slated for transfer home at an early
date, but this could not be confirmed.

The calender of landings call for a total of 22 Army and' •
Marine divisions in Japan, Korea, and China by the end of next
month. Nothing has been announced for the 33i'd's entry into
Saigon and no date has been fi?:ed for the arrival of the 86th
and 20th infantry divisions in Irorea. ^ ,

Operations officers said they v/ere unable to elaborate on
the occupation schedule, now being carried out in four separate
groups; the Sixth Army on Kyushu and lov/er Honshu, the Eighth
i\rny on northern Honshu and Kokaido, the 24th Army Corps in

Korea, and the Third Amphibious Corps in China.

General Macarthur also annown-God an order for the arrest
of 35 Japanese officors and men suspected or complicity"" in the
fiendish torch massacre of more than 100 Allied prisoners of
war at Palawan in the Philippines in December of 1944.

In the Palawan massacre,- the prisoners, many of them
Americans, were driven by thoir captors into a large air raid
shelter, sprayed with gasolinisv, and "then lighted torches were •
hurled in after them. A few who escaped the inferno were mowed
down by machine gun or hand grenades, _

Ki^ocK OFF .

1/Vashington,' Sept. 28: ^ '
The, United States, has issued a blunt warning to the gO:vern-

nent of Argentina as strict censorship was clamped on in the
South American country and arrest'of Liberals continued"today.

President Truman is awaiting-,• full report on the situation



KNOCK IT OFF (Cun't,):

fron state dcjpartnont roprosentativa^Spruillo Bradon, who is
rotarning to the capital fron Argontina.

V/ashington pointedly infornod ^ixgentina that the state of
siege imposed by the Farrel-Peron regiue invariably will have a
deplorable effect on the iuaerican public opinion.

FROM FRYIN& Pi\3M INTO TK:^ FIR3

Rone, o.ept. 28:

Civil war nay break oat in Italy unless the^govepnnent of
Pronier Ferrucio Pcrri calls for-a general election as suun as
possible, the Italian Consulative "Assenbly v/as told last nignt
by socialist Sandro Petri fr^n northern Italy.

CHL'J^G W TAP BUDDY UP '

London, Sept. 28; ' . nu-
The Moscow radio reported today that Generalissno Chiang

Kai-Shelt and Comunitt leader Tao, who have been conferring^jat _
Chunking in ah effort to settlo'Chiiia's i'nternai political
differences, had reached an agreenent to reforn the Chinese

. governnent.

The broadcast said the agreonent provided for wider politi
cal representation in the central governnent and for holding gen
eral elections at an early date.

The pact was said to provide for denobilization of the
Coinnunist arned forces. ' . , . . •

EN GUARDE " >-

V/ashington, Sept. 28: •^ ^ ^ -i- "
The Boirvian enbassy in. v/a:Shington'announced today that

Bolivia has broken diplonatic relations with Spain,

The enbassy announcenent said, "This norning the Bolivian
Governnent has signed a decree v/hereby the diplonatic relations
between the governnents of Bolivia and General Francisco Franco s
governnent -betjn- severUd» ^.

'This step was taken by tlie Bolivian govcsrnnent-with the '
only object of keeping the fight againsb any totalitarian tenden
cies that nay renain in the v\r;jrld,"

G1L\CEY 3Q,U..R3S UP SAIGON

Singapore, Sept. 28: . n ^
Major TJen-eralD.^D. Gradey,-'eomandor of-^Allied-fi^rces in.tiio..

south Indo-China area, arrived by plane in Singapore today for a
conference on the ' continuing disorders througlriout Japan's one
tine greater oast Asia co-prosperity sphere.

The GALLOPIN» GHOST is pub

lished daily while at sea b"^ aM

•for the ship's conp.any as .a part

'""

of the service of the Cpnnunlca-
* V ' * i-.

tion Departnent. ; /.v'.', .

Proae Operators r .RtilITE,RK35 ^
STANLEY, Rlilc-

O-a-r^t'Ocnist — ADAIIS, R.V/. Ri.^c
Printers - ROSE V/.'C. Sic ^

STOLTS, H.M. -Sic .
Stencils - JACKSON, P. ':Sic (Y)

, (Chaplain's Office)
Offiber-in-Charge - .

Ensign V/.D, ..V/atkins ,

• -'.A' •

"rsf

-4 2; -•

-I?'



SniF'o dPORTS

The basketball tournaaont st..rts off vd.th a bang today whon
thoso nighty -y^aorion ccno up..5gainst the V-3 Division at 1300, _
Runnors up in th.j last tournauiint, _the yooi.on are noro datorrano
than ever to riaka a play»^.for -tho .finals.

" ^ _ 4: • ' .

Next,:-at 1400, tho dofending, ch.irips, the Marines, will tie up
with the First Division gang. This should provvj to be nn^inter-
osting gano, since tha chaups ha va lost sevoral_of . their -first^
stringers*. However, thviy will nci '̂doub't" still bo one of tho strong
est "contestants, so this will be a good chance for other toans to
get a go...d look at thon.

At 1500, the flight deck plane handlers fron the V-2 Division
will naet tho 7-12 Division plane captains.

(Jg)
A change over W the Dfi''icei^« will "occur at I6OO wi-th liv^u-t,-.-.--^
Larson's "Red" toan taking on the night fighting "55".

This is going to be anybody's and everybody's tournaiiont, so
lot's peo th.t old Big E spirit out thero backing y.„ur favorite
toaii.

Also today, tho uponing of the vollayball to urn u;ent takes
i^la^-,-mth ^tho yeorion "Sic" -.s thu..dof ending chanps . ..t ^1300
the first gane gets-und.erw^iy bot|,'eeh.. lookout •t-e::>rp one and two •
of L Division, The officers take over at I4OO v/ith a battle be
tween their secund -;nd third teans. their fifth and sixth teans
neat at I5OO.

The winners of these tournur.^nts v/ill be pr,e3ent.ed v;ith the
Captain's Basketball and Vollyball trophies, so it should bo well
worthwhile to got out there and dig!

DOUGL..S 33VEN

Washington, Sept. 28:
A giant C-54 thundered eastv/ard over tho Atlantic late today,

•opening the first round-the-world flight service. It will carry
high officials of the govenr..ont a,S 'observers on the 23,3.57 nilo
flight. ' •

Taking off at five P.M. fro:., the V/ashington National ..irport,
the 40 passenger Douglas Skynastor of the U.S. Arny Transport
Corotaand heads for B:erT..uday, -theni . after a short stop, tiien, after'
(!• short' stoD, it wings it 's way'oh to the Azores, "'ts North Af-ricai--,
to iigypt, India, China and back hone again in 151 hours by way of
"the Philippines, Honolulu and a tiny Pacific island ixode ready
by the brawn of .j-.erican fighting nen.

Planes of the ATC ha^ve circled the globe riany bines, but this
will be.the beginning of a continuous round-the-world seryice*

- - - osi'j;n.w^.jukior ...

Honilton Field, Calif, Sept. 28:
Sergio Osnena, President of the Philippines arrived early

•tod-^y enroute to Wfii&liihgton, to confer with President Trunan.

Acconpanied by.ten .^id.es,. he will leave at seven p>n, tonight
for the capital.

his piano, the _^66-year-o-ld Philippine
tiie^ioStilitles have ceased, but the
industries and farns are not b^.ck to
risen o.ut of the'dust, where they

Or.roads and bridges and fishing bo^ts
Our. people still livo uhder warti.ne'
to really end for us, V/o want to
ceji ..say again that the Philippines
living in the Orient.

a'̂ s Os::^3na sfepped fron
leader said, "In; ny c cuntry,
war: is not ra.Jly over. Our
norLi^,l, Our cities have not

were left by the Japanese,
did not suddenly reax)pear-." "

.suffering. We want this war
return to the point v/here v/e
have tho highest standard of

K



0SM3NA. JUNIOR BIRDMxiN (Con't,):
"We want to bee one bne of A.->3rica' s biggest castOLxers and one

of your biggest suppliers. That is wlay I have cone to tiie United
States to resurie ny deliberations with President Trunan,"

J0YC3 STII-L.--0&^-SH.Q3STRINa ^_

-"London, Sept, 28: • ,
V/illiarx Joyce, the Lord Haw Haw of G-ernan broadcasts who was

sentunced to die last week on a treason charge, today filed an ap
peal in Old Bailey Court,

LE.iTHBRNgCK3 BACK TO THEIR PL0'./3

V'/ashington, Sept. 28: .
—. The Ivlarine Corps said today-; it e.xpe.cts,,,tQ,_ reacUx__a-

8,000 discharges weekly under it 's point systexi next week. Up to
SeptoTiber 21, officials said, a total of 6,286 had been released
under the syste>.. Of that nunber, 1,200 v^ere returned fron over-
S O Q £5 #

In addition, they said shipping space is a riajer factor and
Marines have to take their share of the spaoo_ available.

Orders to carry out the poi^t systen were cent irxiediately
to all overseas stations and wero made effective at once, liarine
Corps headquarters said,

y;JvIato jerks dud

Tokyo, oept, 28;
A fantastic plan to attoiapt to relieve the pressure on the

Japanese on Okinawa was revealed- today in a Tokyo broadcast.
i

^ - e3.^^a: -tho'ikf^tleship Y^iata-dfawn to-Okinawa ,

if necessary, b-jach it there in order to iiake a fortress v/ith which'
to relieve the trapped Japanese troops on the island.

The Yaiiato was sunk by Fifth,Elect carrier planes on .ipril 7
when the Invasion of Okinawa was one week old,

H00SI3 hoover

vTokyo, Sept, 28:
V:• The world ' s strangest hows-czar i"S In-csntrol^-of .the Jaj)aneso

ess today, • "

The czar, Colonel Donald Hoover of occupation headquarters, had
the single idea of forcing freedor. of the press on Nippon,

^ forner Indianapolis and V/ashington newsrian and advertising
executive, "Hoover works with a staff of 60 .-uiericans including

•- nany j\j.ierifian-^born Japanese.,
v.. " r - ^

His staff is carrying out the xdlied project to "deriocratize"
Japan through the fields of pr-ss and radio,

aolonel Hoover had already published a code announcing the
new freedor; and fostering conpetition anong newspapers and news
agencies.

Ho. plan® a third stop to lift Japanese governrient censorship
v/hich is .still in offect, although unofficially,

Conpotiti.on is the keyno'fee Hoover's project. "I beliove
that conpetition will c uro lots of things," said Hoover, "Ecr
instance, I do not believe that the Japanese governnent will be
able to naintain undercover control through unofficial channels,"
Ha believes th>_, t the tone of the Japanese .press is already inprov-

ing and predicts that the "old fetisses" will not renain in force
very long» , -

.-fe,



Yolcohoiia., Sopt 30'.
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TOGO C:.UGHT GOLDBRICKING

Tho Japraiuso govornaont. announced todc.y 'that SliiGcrnri Togo, -
who V'/as foreign ninistor of Japan r-t the tir.ie of th^ attack on Pcr.-l
Harbor, v/c.s too ill to leave homo :'.ncl could not be surrendered to tho
UnitoG Stf'.tes Eighth Arny toda;'- as v/as scheduled.

The Japanese announceiient said Togo had suffered a heart attac
lasjt,night, Lieutenant Colonel R.C. Kinbrough, Eighth :^rny heart

"spo-cialist, went to Togo's hone in Tokyo to nake an cxanination.
Kiubrough examined Togo a we .k ago and reported that Togo was sufferin-
fron a heart ailn^nt but could be takv.n into custody if given proper
care,

Togo is one of two- Japs •on General MacArthur's original list
of v/antod prisoners who arc still at 4-n.rgo. Tho otkcr. is Sergeant
Mutchiro \7atanabe, the forrier guard at Or:ori jPrison Cvanp. Tho
govermawxit says it is unable to iduntify or find V/atanabe.

ALL SUi't^TR.. NE.iR ST..RV..TION ^ "

Palenbc'jig, •Sunatra Sopt. 30:

The first /j-ierican parties to go into, Sumtra' found ovidenco
today tha^ tho natives of thi's once food-producing .Island are threaten'
od with starvation. \

, \7o: arrived by plo.no •after circling the city aiid. the blnckonod
and borib wrecked oil refineries, said correspondent Vern Haugland,
who went oh to describe the_-conditions' as follows:

"Japanese guards wore nuch in ovidence r.nd were virtually the
only troops in Sunatra with arr.is,. . ^

An intelligent native enploj'-ed by tho Japanese said that'vroncn
and children everywhere on tho i sland'were crying for food,

i'i. Franciscan priost who today reopened -the Catholic hospital
said nany np.tives had already died.

Another native said sincc early in the war,^ the Japanese
had systonatically harvested every farii and piant at i oh. and confiscator-
80 por cent of oach crop'i ' " ' ' ^ "

The Japanese,><iid not bother nuch with tho rubber. plantations,
the natives said, ^phd the trees ha\'o not been tapped in several season;

Later we visisted the Standard Oil conpany and Shell Oil
coi.pany refineries near the city.. At-the Aneri can-owned refineries,
we found tanks v>/ith a capacit; of 800^000 gallons, wrecked by a diroct
b-onb hit, ,

Tho high octane of the ©utch refinery was danaged except for
one snail unit, but tho Japanese, had repaired and used then.'

Paris, Sept. 30;
"OH, IT'S ROUITDU? TIMii; IN —

S.ljice the liberation of France 6,000 arrest have been nade in
an efxort to break up a gernan espionage ring of Frenchnen. v/ho acted
as Nazi agents, the Surrot Generalo announced today.

Anong those arrosted is Naval Lieutenants Jean Platon, son of
Adniral Charle Plr.ton forner colonial r.iinister -in tho Vichy governrient ;
who was executed, • '

Platon is accused of being one of the 95 agci-^ts v^ho were par.a-
chuted into France in- the last weeks of the war. Op.ly five of those
original parachutists ar& at largo today.- ' '

• •



Platon was sc.id to be one of tho 500 Froncliiion trc.inod in ton
Nazi schools to bo political and ocononic sabatours'. About 200 havo
boon arrostod-and others aro being run dovm throughout Europe*

' SARi.'S IN TEERE ON Sd-SDUIE
San Francisco, Sept 30;

Eleven United States v/arships roturnintTTiorx! with lo-.vc-bound
bluo Jackcts are scheduled to steari through tho Golden Gate today.

Lnong tho expoctod arrivals are the aircraft carriers Saratoga
and Hornot, in conpany mth the battleship IMaryland.

rEx.GETKiE DISASIER

Cairo, Sopt 30: !

456 out of perhaps 5OO Greek passengers aboard a 10,000 ton-,
ship, the Enpire Patrol, v;oro rescued b; British Naval vessels last
night when the ship caught fire sono 60 iiiles off of Port San.

Tho Enpire Patrol v;as bringing Greek rofugoos back frxi^Ethiop
and East Africa whoa tho tragody occurred. The source of tho fire was
not explained.

Tho Enterprise doneerf "band under the able -.cliroction of Chief
iviiisician J. C. Lundgron, gavo Wo first of a series, rs'f^weokly concerts
featuring iiusic a "little iioro on the serious side"*/. i:io.ch day, the
dance band coubination or the i;41itary unit has been hoarod but yester
day it was proved lyhat a versatile and talonted group of young^nusic^a
there is aboard by their presentation of several of,the rore difficult
nunbors of concert :.iateri '.l.

The progrMi began with tho lively• r.r.rch "Sabrd: riid Spurs"
followed by Flotow's overture "Str- dolla", one of the.xiore fanous
nunbors of tho concert world, Noxt c .r.10 excerpts fr,;ti fa;'-ious classicr
conpositions in an nodley arrangcnent entitled "Hr.ll-of Fane".-

Soloist for tho concers'-was wilton H. Syckes, Musicitta,^ocond
class, with his violin givi-ag a beautiful rendition of Monti's
"Czardas", a Hungarian dance. Follovdng "Czard xvas' tho "Gold and
Silver" waltz, a lovoly nuiibor frequently hearrd in concerts by the
nations top philharnonics. An appealing nunber to all turegloves of
the "Sea Medley", a uodley of kany of tho bettor knovra nautical tunes.
The concert was concluded by the dashing narch "i.'Ianliattan Beach".

These nucicians •have \TOrkod hard in preparati^ii. for this
concert and as a-result, ncjay nusic-lovers who appreciate the higher_
..rts of classics, spent a very oiijoyable hour. Chief Lundgron and hi£
boys.cj-e to bo congratulated on a superb porfornance,-

CROSBY TO IG'TOCK OFj' TILL "46"
tioj^woM sogt' 30; ^

'•'.Bing Crosby is going'to knock off .c-.nd take it'-or.sy for the
of the year he sr.id Saturday. - -- ; \

Dor Bingle s .ys nothing doing on r:-dio prograns for the winter^
season.

His plans as ho outlined then aro " a week or two in a Santa
Monica hospital for tro .t..iont..o..f an infection; thou a "long rest at
his northwestern Oalifornia ranch v/ith hunting and fishing as the
r.iain ituus". ' - I •

• • ;j:{

iiND STILL HIS F.J-.gLY GROV/S . * ;
Chicago, Sept. 30: ^ ~ - -

Athird daughter v;as -born Saturday to Mrs. :F-;^ed Snite,Jr.,
wife of-tho "sLiiling boiler-kid" who has lived.in c.-n'-artificial
respirator since 1936.

. . HIGm7:.LL. 1-OOR SHOTS. .JTD FREEDOM
Jackson, Micliigan Sept, 30': ' . -r.

Four southern Michigan-prison eonvicts v/oro at larc Satuj
after escaping o^/or- tho high prison 'vr.ll-lato Friday night
of shots fired fron-the tower guards';''
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Acting wardon Benson said tho four arc John Ronald Kuchullan,
29; August Bernard Boak. 29; r.nd ;'hillp Gill, 28; (all serving twonty

_yG.ars for rjruod robBory) ; and Morvving L. Young, .23, sontoncod to five
years for arnod robbery and potty l:.rcon;Jr»

IT'S ROOSi;iN NOW

Moscow, Scpt-« 30: ' '

An BO foot obolish cor.j-xaorating tho Rod Arny was, to bo
unvoilod today at Koonigsborg, Routers reported,

Tho Routers dispatch said th-.t the Red Arny is going rJioad
with tho reconstruction work about-tho city, which tho Potsdan confer
ence decidod should becoiD Russian, adding that tho streets have been
cloared of debris cuid openad to uotor traffic and the power station is
functioning; with water riotivation and vj-ould bo back to nornal within a
a few days,

k)rt[jg;.l takss ..li

Li'sbon, Sept. 30:

Assets belonging to T'-ationWls' of tiost of the" countries fornorl;
occupied^by Japan have been frozen by the Portuguese-'financial
authorities and governrient contro-llod syndicates, tho Reuters nows
agencj'- announcod tod •

Phillipi]
and

to one issued last uay, .freezirig .Geriian assets.

PRIL]K?:;jmi:'pEACiCTIM2 gle..n-up
lifcnila, Sept 30: ' ; ~

Approxiric.toly 50 perce ..i|, of all Navy personnel in the .Philip
pines islands will be sent hone"'by\-^anuary 1, Adriirc.l J, L. ICriuffrian.
said Saturday,

GNA\/ '^UITS FORD " •
Detroit, Se^t 30: ...

J. ,,'Russel Gnaw, xvho has^. been. r-.ssociated with tlje Jord Motor
cor.pony in. various executive capacities for approxinatcly' a quarter of
a centutry, resigned tod y. Gnaw had been a. close associate of Henry
Beunet, who was r.^lieved Thursday night of his duties as.personnel
uanage of .Ford Motor company,

• • , iJTY MEANS TO SND

Tile aUierican occupr.tional authorities announced today that
Nazi doctors are being used daring the shortage ')f doctors in Goriiinny
for onorgonoy cases. The doctors wagers arc uoterninod by the local
bourgoneister in the zone in v/hi'fcli he .p ractices^

HE I.ILL LI0UID;.TE '
V^ashi ngton-, Sept 30; ^ •

John 0, Virden of Cleveland,: Ohio, has b^en appointed as the
Central f̂ield coii.iissionor Tor Europe on the ariiy-navy liquid .tion
coiiiiission, succeeding Janes S, Knowlson of Chicago, v/ho has resigned •
tj attend to his duties as, president of the Stewart~V/c.rnvjr corporation,
coi-iiissi^iiorv^TJidDas itoCafeo announc-.-d Saturday.

y- • / •'•-J K
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Sports
Tlie socond day of the inter-

divisional basketball tournai®nt_
got Linderwaj? yo starday at 1300 v/ith.
the "'B" division "Black Gang"
taking a-fast game fron tho Third
division, 24 to 20, Those fellov/s
froDi the fircrooLiE showed that the
bilges arc not all they can tru^e
care of.

The 1400 gaiiAjvas
the "M" Division ta. the
ision shLpfitters. '-Tho

^ ..playod a f:^st prac
really look alright.

The quick-stepping team frora
the Socond Division v/oa a hard-
fought battle from tho Fifth Div-'
ision with a score of 18 to 13•

The ship'-s corupany officers aren't doing so v/ell-as they
have lost tv/o gaiues in the two days of play. At I6OO yesterday
Torpedo "55" did a repeat perfori-iancc, as given by Fighting
tho day before in beating the ship's company team ilo, 3 vdth a
score of 21 to 12, It looks as if tho air -^roup is putting up
a good fifjht toward taking this tournauont.

forfeit

"R" Div- -

shipfittors

"55"

The-re suits of tho offir®crs volleyball
, I

gailDS-V'/GrO not in

at press tifiie * In tho enlisted aon's garde at I6OO, t.ix; j^oomen vron
bv a forfeit from-tho "L" division., V/hen tiio "L"^ division
failed to show up, the yponDii VAorked out briefly, brooding in-
some now playorsl In ^ito of tho loss of several old timers,
they looked as good" ever and are our choice for tho champion-
shLp again.

800 tho P.0.0. for today's sohodulo of garaes.

Eastern Conferonco v.'ESICEHTD ROUIIDUP

Steal ICoslowski guided Holy^Cross, to
mouth Saturda3'', but the Crusade-'^, h^d,

12 to 6'\mn ovor- Dart-
ta.wng^o n^g;ijXi''battlo to

...tV©^«a!^15^'sca^€s sttin^-dp.
•

Kirk, a pre-divinity student at Yale,
of hell as .Yale-^iuiaphod 27 to ?•

gave Tulsa all kinds

Ponnsj^-lvania rcui v>fild over Brown 50 to 0. Columbus's foot
ball fortunes surged upwards as Lou Little's i/inged T formation
clicked'for six touchdovms in a 40 to 14 romp ovor Lafferty
•freshmen, .as Rhodes scored tiireo touchdov/ns raid once galloped
85 yards down tho sideline after taking the icickoff..^

The Pittsburgh Panthers ran 18 first, dov/ns to four as they
T-formationed V/os-fc Virginia 20 to 0. Colgate repressed Rochester 48
to 0 in tho rain. Cornell skipped over Bucknoll 19 to B, Pann State
eased ovef Iluhlenberg for a 48 to 8 victory.

Tho National Grid picture now looks something like'this;
East; • Army-and Navy idth Ponnsylvaj^iia a dark horse,
fv-w England: Yale, Holy Cross and Dartmouth. ' _ .
Midwest: 0hio State, Minnesota, Michigan and Norto Dame with

Indiana and Northwestern up close ....
South: - ; Duke North Carolina, Wake Forrest, and Virginia.
Southwest: -Uncertain but indications point to Southern Methodist,

Texas, and Texas Christian.



Big Six: Oklahona and Iowa State, \ =
Big Sovon: Colorado Univcrsityi
Pacific Coast :SQutliorn Califoriiia, and V/achingtoi^.-.

This -Weolc Ariaj^, which has nov; won ton st^jaight gamo.s . in which •'
havo rolled up 526 points against 35 for thoir opponents, will
ontortain \Jalco PorrciSt in ono of the top gcurios of the wook. Wavy w.
battle Duke, the most powerful of the South, at Durban in a top
intor-seotional garao, " / ^

Penn will take on Dartmouth at Phlladolphia. Another' big
heading .gacx-, of the week is Nortre Dane against Gqorgia State at At-
lantac '

• Ohio::Stdtc, who ranked second nationally behind Array last
seasnii., opens defense of their Big Ton title against Iowa State
this vjcek.

Northwestern battles Michigan at Evanston Saturday in ono
of the top gaiius of the week.

Now York:

IIUBBA. HJBBA. HUBBA .

^k.ws;a;a:,zi ano j \Qfel nar ŝ i|c3wcst'Goi-^e^-Boy^ eMptod with his
-do vaa t atTng

round at Madison Sqaa^ Garden ^ The pU^l:.tbtichod off
a free for all anong the fig!ite^'%"^^t---^^, trainoi«, and socondS

.that was-argue a far into the
Behind on points, Rocky, tiin 'one fo thro-, favomte, nailed Gre

•flush on the chin with Ms nurd-rous right in one L^nuto and 49
• se^conds of the fight, in thv^ fetal tiiird... Harold fcjll face forv\?ard

' to the canvas then rolled over flf.t on his back# •

As referee Ruby^-^roldstein coiiplctod the count Of ten Green
jumped' to his, foot yol~ling thrj: Pvocky had hit hir.i iilogally in the
break and tore'after Ro^y in a neutral corncr.

• . Goldstein throw his arns :'.round Greon and lo'd hL'i to his
corner. There Green sudde'^ily eluded Goldstein and tore across the
ring to Rooky's corner, Ro'oJ.-y^s seconds tlirew thcpiaelvos before
their nan,

By this time Green's soccads had follov/od hin uoross tho'riri
. and Joined in the shoving and pu.ahing. It \k s not until polico.

entdrod tho ring, that order wcs restored#. • •

Washington Sept: ,30
\fflAT AVOB TO HAVE

Ulipires for tho '.'.'Orld Series opening next VJedncS(|ay in the
American League citirQ^.,'"verc cn-,.i.ourced Saturday by th| of rice of
Comissionor A,3,''nappy" Chcindlor* National League uApires selector
are John .B, 'Conlpii and Loui,s I'iorda -with Lee Ballanfan/ as. alternate
y.illiain,;TJol:?ert Sur-iners ahd;Art Passarella will reprG3L:nt tho
VtaGri^n .leiigu^ i^J^4^<;.^Jli'irlea F. B.^rry as o.lt'̂ r^ato*

BUCP-MEIL FLAYS PIT DESPI']?. PIL'IO'
Lewis burg Pa, Sopt; 30

David Messerges, varsity taclclo on the Bucknoll University
footbr.'U tean, is recuperatiiig, fron a nild touch of infantile
paralj'-sis, ,. - •

The Bucknoll football squad vent to Ithica, Now York for tho
gane with Goriivjll after authorities at that university agreed to g:o
on with the gane:

Dr. Lester Fowler, Bucknoll president, said the tenporaturos
of tho tean nonbers was to be taken just before the game and the
sane checJ: will continue througlnDUt next week. No other polio
cases have been ruported at the-university, ' •

The GALLOPIN' GHOST 13 publish-

•'e(i daily while at sea b;' and
for the ship's corapany as a pur
of the sorvice of the Oonr.iunica

tiou Department»

Press Operators - Reith, RI.i3c
- , Stanley', RMlc

Gartoohis% •* .Ad&nis.j R»»ir» RM!3®
Pailife£d; - Rose, v/,C, Sic

Stolte, H, M. Sic
Stencils » Grice Leon i]« YSc (X,
Officorfin-charae. -

xi.T)^ UatlciiLS^

-V















When James Grant and the Bottomfeeders band played recent-
ly at American Legion Post 9,  Jim had some visitors from the 
Winona music scene….. 

They are left to right… Rick Ryan, Joe Larson, Jim Grant (played 
with the Ferrari’s), Don Haak, Keith Zeller, Don Bauer, John  

Burmeister, Roy Berger (played with the Messenger’s), Carlton 

Robinson,  and Bill Ford (bass guitar with the Ferrari’s) 

It was an evening of great music, a lot of fun, and a great group 
of people!!!! 

                                                                       Sam Sasser 

                                                                       Adjutant  

                                                                       American Legion Post 9 



    

  A big thank you 

      to……… 

       Jeff  Brokaw 

  And members who 

    helped Jeff with this   
  project!!!! 

These oak bar rails are 

Beautiful!!!   And a 
great improvement to 
our bar. 
Jeff purchased, cut, 
sanded and finished 
these bar rails. 
Thank you!!!! 
    Great job!!!! 



Lefty Lee and Gabby’s baby Kyren!!!! 
101 years difference in ages.   Now that is a picture!! 
Next time you see Lefty, say hello and congratulate 
him on being 101.  A WWII veteran and a Legion 
member!!!                  Sam Sasser 

                                      Adjutant American Legion Post 9 





On December 14th, 2025, the American Le-
gion Burial Detail performed Military Rites 
at Hoff Funeral Home about 5pm. 
Note those muzzle flashes!!!!!! 
                                         Sam Sasser 

                                         Adjutant 



 

Stephen Taylor was born in 1757 to Revolutionary War Patriot Aaron Taylor and his wife, Phoebe. Taylor enlisted in 1781 in 
Sheffield, Massachusetts, in the First Massachusetts Regiment commanded by Colonel Joseph Voss. 

He suffered from a rifle ball wound to his shoulder and right eye during his service. After Private Taylor was honorably discharged at 
West Point in 1783, he returned to Massachusetts and sometime later moved to Allegany County, New York. Pension records show 
that he was granted a monthly stipend of eight dollars a month for his service. 

Possibly lured by tales of rich and fertile land, the Taylor family, consisting of Stephen and one of his sons, Edward with his family, 
made a move halfway across the country in 1854 to Minnesota Territory in what is now Winona County. The next year, he applied 
for and was granted 160 acres of bounty land for his Revolutionary War service. 

Some events in his life in Minnesota are described in newspaper articles and accounts written by his grandson-in-law and others 
who knew him. It was said that his eye would light up when he spoke of the Revolutionary War. Described as a very large and 
strong robust man, strictly temperance, never using liquor or tobacco, Taylor died at the age of 100 in the arms of his granddaugh-
ter, Emeline, after being sick only 12 hours. At his funeral, last honors were paid with these words: “Let us therefore, as patriots, 
mindful of the services of patriotic sires, evince our gratitude and show to the world that party strife, or sectional prejudices, can-
not destroy the veneration we entertain, towards the heroes of 1776.” 

He is the only Revolutionary War soldier known to be buried in Minnesota, first in a prairie cemetery, and later moved to the 
Woodlawn Cemetery in Winona. His gravestone, erected by the Wenonah Chapter, National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution, is symbolic of colonial stockades with lookout towers at the four corners. Since 1904, the chapter has taken care of his 
gravesite. 

The American Legion Post 9 Burial Detail was honored to partici-
pate in a ceremony on April 22, 2026 with the local DAR (that 
meets at our Post once a month) to honor Stephen Taylor. 
                                                   Sam Sasser 

                                                   Adjutant American Legion Post 9 



A very inter-
esting bronze 
grave marker. 
 

And here is the 
rest of the sto-

Private Orrin Pierce of Company E, 146th Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment is recognized as the last Union Civil War veter-
an buried in Winona County, Minnesota. A dedication ceremony for Private Pierce, along with 449 other Union veterans bur-
ied in the county, was held at Woodlawn Cemetery in Winona, MN, on August 9, 2025.  

Key details regarding Civil War veterans in the region: 

• Last County Veteran: Private Orrin Pierce. 

• Location: Woodlawn Cemetery, Winona, MN. 

• Project: The recognition is part of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War "Last Union Veteran Project". 

Last MN/Union Veteran: While Pierce is the last in Winona County, Albert Henry Woolson of Duluth, MN, who died in 1956, 
was the last verified surviving Union veteran of the Civil War.  

The ceremony honoring Private Pierce and others was conducted by Minnesota's Camp 56 of the Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War. 

The American Legion Burial Detail also participated 
in this ceremony back in August of 2025 with the 
Son’s of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 
                             Sam Sasser 

                             Adjutant American Legion 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Albert+Henry+Woolson&sca_esv=06de5ba07996f893&sxsrf=ANbL-n4eAE4vqbugiQNk3Go4U28QKTw0VA%3A1777400184038&source=hp&ei=d_nwaYiSPOS0ruEPss2muQM&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAafEHiE7WHevDr6Oqz81n0tSSJ6yso39N&ved=2ahUKEwiC0uDbk5GUAxWll4kEHREoOf


                AMERICAN LEGION POST 9 VETERAN’S RELIEF FUND  
The American Legion Post 9 Veterans Relief Fund was formed back in August of 2016.  
The American Legion Post 9 was involved in a Gospel/Patriotic Concert that was 
presented at the Central Lutheran Church.  This concert was presented in four 
consecutive days.  The concert was the work of about 30-40 very dedicated individuals 
who practiced once every week for about a year.  The concert was a great success and 
was so much fun just to listen to.   The concert was no charge to those attending.  At the 
end of each performance the American Legion Burial Detail asked for donations.  We 
raised $12900.00 in donations after those four performances.  We were amazed at how 
appreciative the audience was.  And the amount of donations we received.  
These funds were to be used to help veterans.  Thus the formation of the American 
Legion Post 9 Veterans Relief Fund.  All requests for donations are done through the 
Winona County Veterans Service office.  Tom and Rolando, our Winona County Veterans 
Service Officers, first qualify the person as a Veteran.  And Tom and Rolando then 
ascertain that the request is a valid request.    
The fund has provided assistance for electric, water and gas bills, water heaters, heating 
and cooling equipment, rent, car repairs, property tax, phone bills, lodging, medical bills, 
mobility products, food cards, and even assistance with funerals.    
Once the requests are approved by the County Veterans Service Officers, the checks are 
written and sent directly to the vendor.  This fund is the most direct help to Veterans in 
the County.  
 This fund has gone a long way in providing assistance to Winona County Veterans in 
their time of need.  These funds are available to all Winona County Veterans and 
Veterans do not have to be a member of the American Legion to receive assistance.  
Over the years we have provided about $45.000.00 in assistance to 200 plus veterans.    
We are always asking for assistance in keeping this fund going.  Donations to the fund 
can be made by writing your check to the American Legion Post 9 Veterans Relief Fund.  I 
would like to add that the fund has no administration costs.  100% of funds donated go 
to help Winona County Veterans.  
Your donation will be greatly appreciated by American Legion Post 9, and the  Veterans 
we serve.  
 

Thank you for your consideration of our Veterans Relief Fund.  
Respectfully presented.  
Sam Sasser  
American Legion Post 9 Adjutant  
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