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                                            Windjammer 

                                 July/August 2026                              
 

   
 Dear Legion Family,  
 

 

 Summer is here, and it's an exciting time as we begin celebrat-
ing our nation's 250th anniversary. For two and a half centuries, 
the United States has stood as a beacon of freedom, opportunity, 

and hope because of the courage and sacrifice of those who answered the call to 
serve.  
Many of our families have lived through generations of freedom, making it easy to for-
get just how precious it is. We all know that freedom isn't free. From the patriots who 
fought for our independence in 1776 to the generations of servicemen and women who 
have defended our nation ever since, every generation has had Americans willing to 
stand up for liberty. As members of the American Legion, we honor that legacy by re-
membering their sacrifices, supporting today's veterans, and ensuring the values they 
fought for continue to inspire future generations.  
As a 12-year-old, I remember celebrating our nation's Bicentennial in 1976. It was a 
time filled with patriotism, community pride, and appreciation for our country's history. I 
pray that my grandchildren will have the opportunity to celebrate America's 300th anni-
versary and continue enjoying the freedoms we cherish today.  
As we gather with family and friends this summer, let's take time to reflect on what 
makes this country so special and celebrate living in the greatest nation in the world.  
We'll also have a booth at the Winona County Fair, July 8–12. If you're interested in 
helping staff the booth, please stop by the Legion and sign up. We still have several 
openings to fill. It's a great opportunity to promote our American Legion Post, the 
Winona Area Veterans Clubs, and the work we do to support veterans and our commu-
nity.  
Have a safe and happy Fourth of July. Here's to celebrating 250 years of American 
freedom, honoring those who made it possible, and looking forward to the future.  
God Bless America, and I'll see you at the club!  
 

Rick Schell  
Post Commander 
 

 

 

            
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                          
                                                                                          

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE  

THE AMERICAN LEGION  
POST 9 WINONA 

WINDJAMMER 
 

COMMANDER 

Rick Schell 
24884 Hwy 14 

Winona, MN 55987 

507 312 0367 

ADJUTANT 

Sam Sasser 
978 Gilmore Avenue 

Winona, MN 55987 

507 458-2519 

1ST VICE 
COMMANDER 

Amy Pelowski 
229 Edgeview Drive 

Rollingstone, MN 55969 

507-703-1945 

2ND VICE  
COMMANDER 

Scott Fischer 
101 Rivers Lane 

Winona, Minnesota  55987 

507-429-5067 

FINANCE OFFICER 

Eric Engrav 

3777 West 6th Street 
Winona, MN 55987 

507-313-1638 

CHAPLAIN 

Maurice Waldee 

244 Edgewood Drive 

Rollingstone, MN 55969 

507-689-4294 

SGT AT ARMS 

Dennis Decker 
141 Valley Trail Drive 

Winona, MN 55987 

507 454 5239 

HISTORIAN 

Bob Ozmun 

3860 West 8th Street 
Winona, MN 55987 

507 452 3606 

JUDGE ADVOCATE 

Dave Moore 

53 Hamilton Steet 
Winona, Minnesota  55987 

507-429-5489 

SERVICE OFFICER 

Bill Ford  

629 East Broadway 

Winona, MN 55987 

507-452-1916 

MEMBERSHIP DIR. 
Dar Troke 

410 East Wabasha 

Winona, MN 55987 

507 429 5029 

 

    Rick Schell               



BAR REPORT 

From your Post 9 Facilities Manager 

      

                                
                                   AMERICAN LEGION POST 9 

                               BAR REPORT 

 

                             July/August 2026 

 

  
 

Hello summer and Happy 250th to America!!!!!!!!! 
 

July and August are going to be busy around here with a lot 
of events booked!!! If you are interested in renting space, please see me as the 
calendar changes often. 
There is not much to inform everyone on the bar side of things right now. I will 
be working on a few things and will notify everyone by next windjammer article.  
NO BINGO FOR THE MONTH OF JULY!!!!! 
August 9th is planned for our Legion picnic, make sure your dues are paid or pay 
the day of to enjoy a day full of activities and fun!!! Like last year, I will have a 
bloody mary bar set up. Purchase a ticket from the bar and then come to the ta-
ble and make your own or have us make it for you and add your goodies!!! 
Hope everyone is doing well and can’t wait to see you at the club!!!! 
 

 

 

Trisha Schneider 

Facilities Manager 

American Legion Post 9 

 

 

 

 

   Trisha Franzwa 



The American Legion Post 9 

AUXILIARY  NEWS 

PRESIDENT 

Diane Cada 

223 Buchanan Street 
Winona, MN  55987 

507 454 7210 

 

1st VICE PRESIDENT 

Chris Whetstone 

1804 Pleasant View Lane 

Winona, MN  55987 

507 454 2883 

 

 

SECRETARY 

Karen Ciszak 

118 Jederrman Dr 
Winona, MN 55987 

507 454 4953 

 

TREASURER 

Pam Hartman 

269 Benson Drive N 

Lewiston, MN  55952 

507 450-1387 

 

CHAPLAIN 

Kathy Barnholtz 

922 E Sanborn Street 
Winona, MN 55987 

507 453 0943 

 

HISTORIAN 

Nancy Berger 
868 38th Ave 

Winona, MN 55987 

507 454 3157 

 

SGT AT ARMS 

Gwen Jacobs 

623 E 7th Street 
Winona, MN  55987 

507 452 6832 

 

JR. PAST PRESIDENT 

Shayna Dais  
365 E 5th Street 
Winona, MN 55987 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

Pam Husman 

8390 Cherry Lane  
Winona, MN 55987 

507 689 0768 

 

 

Diane Cada 

Auxiliary President  

Dear Auxiliary Members, 
I hope that you are enjoying this awesome weather as 
much as I am. Enjoy and make everyday count. 
Not much to report as this is the break time for the 
volunteers ( totally deserved) over summer. 
PLEASE note that Auxiliary serves light lunch and 
desserts, the second (2nd) Wednesday of the month for 
bingo (NO BINGO IN JULY). 
Your help would very much be appreciated , let us know 
if you would like to make a hotdish, sandwich, dessert, 
soup (come fall), we 

Need your help, REMEMBER it's your Legion Club 
also!! 
Please read your windjammer for events that are going 
on at the club, over summer, Sam and Trish put a lot of 
time to put it together. 
Hug and Thanks to our Veterans for the freedom we 
have and enjoy on a daily basis. 
Thank you to our Police, Fire dept., EMTS, etc. 
 

Hugs 

Stop and smell the flowers, enjoy, 
Di 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Auxiliary News and Events  
 

        July/August 2026 

 



THE AMERICAN LEGION  
POST 9  

S.A.L. NEWS 

 

SQUADRON 
COMMANDER 

Greg Lemmer 
140 Jederman Drive 

Winona, MN 55987 

507 312 2222 

 

ADJUTANT 

LaVern Hauschildt 
4095 9th Street 
Goodview, MN 55987 

507 452 1764 

 

1ST VICE 
COMMANDER 

Bill Heitman 

4735 West 7th Street 
Goodview, MN 55987 

507 429-2904 

 

2ND VICE  
COMMANDER 

Jim Myers 

676 Grand Street 
Winona, MN 55987 

507 458-5396 

 

TREASURER 

Josh Erickson 

278 1/2 East Third Street 
Winona, MN 55987 

507  313 5861 

 

SGT AT ARMS 

Tim Englerth 

765 West Burns Valley Rd. 
Winona, MN 55987 

507 313 1421 

 

CHAPLAIN 

Rich Frahm 

903 West 7th Street 
Winona, MN 55987 

507 452 8929 

 

Historian 

Steve Buswell 
2450 Goodview Road 

Goodview, MN  55987 

507 450-6536 

 

                   
 

                  SAL News and Events 

                    July/August 2026 

 

Hello Legion Family, 
 

Greetings from your local SAL, hoping everyone is en-
joying the kick off to a beautiful and special summer. 

On behalf of your local SAL we wish you a Happy 4th of July 
and an impressive Happy 250th Anniversary to our beautiful 

United States of America.  May you and your family enjoy this special time.  
Please remember there is a cost to our freedoms.  Take time to honor those 
who have, or are serving to protect those freedoms. 
Have you purchased your 250th USA anniversary shirt yet?  These are shirts 
that have the 250th logo on the back and our Post 9 logo on the front.  Shirts 
are being sold at cost and we are hoping you purchase and proudly wear 
yours.  
Voting for SAL officers will be held July 13th at our monthly meeting.  I 
know there are several good members out there who can fill these positions.  
Now is your chance to step up and be our new commander, bring new ideas 
and renewed energy to our group.  Help us grow in supporting veterans and 
the legion family. 
Be sure to review the calendar in your Windjammer and the board at the Le-
gion for upcoming events. 
Remember by patronizing your Legion you are also supporting the Veterans, 
the Legion, and the Legion Family members.  Your Legion is something to be 
proud of. 
Please take the time to thank a Veteran or active military member.  They de-
serve our Thank You each and every day.  Please remember you have your 
freedoms and right to vote because of them.   
 

In closing I wish you all the best.  God Bless our Troops past and present and 
God Bless America. 
Respectfully Yours, 
Greg Lemmer 

SAL Squadron Commander 

 

 

Greg Lemmer 



 

BURIAL DETAIL/COLOR GUARD REPORT 

 

 

Color Guard Functions: 
                            
              14 June 2026     Elk’s Flag Day 

              16 June 2026     Lake Winona Manor Parade 

              21 June 2026     Steamboat Days Parade          
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

                                  
                                  
             
 

                               Funerals since 21 April 2026 

 

                   Thomas J. Slaggie             12 May 2026 

                   Jon R. Bitu                         13 May 2026 

                   Gary F. Kotlarz                 22 May 2026 

                   Harold J. Vaughn              29 May 2026 

                   John L. Richter                  30 May 2026 

                   Walter R. Birk                     4 June 2026 

                   Marguerite Bittner              5 June 2026 



          American Legion Riders 

                 Post 9 Winona 

              July/August 2026 

 

July/August Legion Riders Newsletter 

 

Welcome to summer, Riders.  As I write this, today is 
the first day of summer, and the height of the riding 
season.  I hope that all of you have a safe and enjoya-
ble riding season.  I don’t have a lot to report on.  We 
held elections with the following results.  I retained 
the honor of being your Director, Ron Rader is the 
new Vice-Director, Greg Lemmer will continue the ex-
cellent job that he has done as Secretary, LaVern 
Hauschildt as Treasurer, Ed Richards as Road Cap-
tain, Chris Hansen as Sgt at Arms, Roger Spaulding 

as Chaplain, Mike Mohr as Membership Director, and Lynn Richards as 
Historian.   
We will continue offer wings on Tuesday nights through the summer.  
5:30 PM until 7PM.  Please see the attached poster.  We are also having 
our annual ride on August 29th.  This is open to anyone, even those that 
don’t ride a cycle.  Shine up your classic car, or just drive the family car.  
Come out and enjoy a nice ride through the countryside.  Lunch will be 
served by the SAL at the legion after the ride.  Please see the attached 
poster.  There is also a cash raffle that will be drawn after the ride.  Tick-
ets are $5.00, and are available from any Riders member, or from the 
bartenders.  Get yours before they’re all sold out. 
Anyone interested in becoming a Legion Rider, please email me at 
bdegnan55971@gmail.com, or Mike Mohr at mmohr.55987@gmail.com. 
Have a great summer, take care, and come home safely. 

Brian Degnan 

ALR President 

   Brian Degnan 

mailto:bdegnan55971@gmail.com
mailto:mmohr.55987@gmail.com




 



 





American Legion Post 9 is proud to  
have three World War II veterans as 
members of our Post: 
 

Darol “Lefty” Lee 

 

Clarence Dow 

 

Clarence St. Peter 

 

When you see these men, thank 
them for their service to our 
country!!! 
 

                                                        Sam Sasser 

                                                        Adjutant 



“Lefty” Lee accepting his plaque for Steamboat Days 2026. 

Lefty was named American Legion Post 9 Military Grande 

Marshall for the Steamboat Days 2026 Parade!!!!   Next time 
you see Lefty, congratulate him for this honor! 



    
           Join the American Legion Post 9 

                           Burial Detail. 

We are looking for new members to join us! 
We provide Military Rites for Winona  Area 

Veterans.  We take great pride in what we do. 
Contact:            Sam Sasser 

                            Burial Detail Commander 







 

In A Changing 
World, One 
Thing Stays 

The Same: 

The Military 
Experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

not fail 

 

 

 

Join 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

between veterans who 
have served America, from 
the fields of Europe to the 
jungles of Asia to the 
deserts of the Middle East 
and everywhere in between. 

 

 

 
those with whom we’ve 
served,” was the promise 
by generations of veterans. 
Help us continue the legacy. 

 

 

 

 
today’s American Legion - 
bonded through service, 
committed to the future. 

                                                                     

 

 

 

 American Legion Post 9 

                                                                                                                                                           302 East Sarnia Street 

                                                                                                                                                           Winona, Minnesota  55987 

                                                                                                                                                           Phone:  507-454-4281 

                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                             Check us out!!!!!! 

 

 

 
The 

American 
Legion 

“We will 

It’s the bond 



Steamboat Days
   Parade
    2026



Steamboat Days Parade
        2026



Steamboat Days Parade
        2026

Thank you to all who
helped with the 
Parade!!!!



The next 31 pages are pages 
from a book called Tour 365. 
This book details a history of 
the Vietnam War. 
Due to space restrictions, I 
have copied the first 31 
pages. 
This is some very interesting 
reading in regards to the 
Vietnam War.  I will present 
the last 30 or so pages in a 
future Windjammer. 
                                 Sam Sasser 

                                 Adjutant 



































































                AMERICAN LEGION POST 9 VETERAN’S RELIEF FUND  
The American Legion Post 9 Veterans Relief Fund was formed back in August of 2016.  
The American Legion Post 9 was involved in a Gospel/Patriotic Concert that was 
presented at the Central Lutheran Church.  This concert was presented in four 
consecutive days.  The concert was the work of about 30-40 very dedicated individuals 
who practiced once every week for about a year.  The concert was a great success and 
was so much fun just to listen to.   The concert was no charge to those attending.  At the 
end of each performance the American Legion Burial Detail asked for donations.  We 
raised $12900.00 in donations after those four performances.  We were amazed at how 
appreciative the audience was.  And the amount of donations we received.  
These funds were to be used to help veterans.  Thus the formation of the American 
Legion Post 9 Veterans Relief Fund.  All requests for donations are done through the 
Winona County Veterans Service office.  Tom and Rolando, our Winona County Veterans 
Service Officers, first qualify the person as a Veteran.  And Tom and Rolando then 
ascertain that the request is a valid request.    
The fund has provided assistance for electric, water and gas bills, water heaters, heating 
and cooling equipment, rent, car repairs, property tax, phone bills, lodging, medical bills, 
mobility products, food cards, and even assistance with funerals.    
Once the requests are approved by the County Veterans Service Officers, the checks are 
written and sent directly to the vendor.  This fund is the most direct help to Veterans in 
the County.  
 This fund has gone a long way in providing assistance to Winona County Veterans in 
their time of need.  These funds are available to all Winona County Veterans and 
Veterans do not have to be a member of the American Legion to receive assistance.  
Over the years we have provided about $45.000.00 in assistance to 200 plus veterans.    
We are always asking for assistance in keeping this fund going.  Donations to the fund 
can be made by writing your check to the American Legion Post 9 Veterans Relief Fund.  I 
would like to add that the fund has no administration costs.  100% of funds donated go 
to help Winona County Veterans.  
Your donation will be greatly appreciated by American Legion Post 9, and the  Veterans 
we serve.  
 

Thank you for your consideration of our Veterans Relief Fund.  
Respectfully presented.  
Sam Sasser  
American Legion Post 9 Adjutant  
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