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Members of the 1st District American Legion Family.... After a great deal of con-
sideration...I have. decided that after the occurrence of certain things, it is time to 
publish the following Statement: As per discussion with Department personnel, I 
have found out the District Commander has the final word about what articles are 
printed in the District Newsletter. If an article does not meet the Standards of the 
District- it will not be published.... period!  
 

Newsletter Submission Reminder All articles must be submitted by the 26th of 
each month. Any submissions received after that date—without prior communica-
tion to Michelle regarding the delay—will not be included in that month’s newslet-
ter. Newsletter items should be emailed to bigredonenewsletter@gmail.com. 
Please note: There will not be a July newsletter. Per the District Legion Bylaws, 
the District publishes 11 newsletters per year, August through June. Thank you for 
helping us keep our District communications timely and organized.  
The 1st District Leadership  
 

The opinions and viewpoints expressed in this newsletter are solely those of the in-
dividual authors. They do not necessarily reflect the official positions of the 1st 
District American Legion Family, the Department of Minnesota American Legion 
Family, or the National American Legion Family. Inclusion of any article, an-
nouncement, or advertisement does not constitute endorsement  
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                                           FROM YOUR COMMANDER DESK    
 

GREETINGS, LEGION FAMILY.  
 

As we move into August, I want to extend my sincere thanks to all who attended both the Dis-
trict Convention and the Department Convention this year. Your presence, your engagement, 
and your commitment to our mission made a tremendous impact. It was truly encouraging to 
see such a strong turnout from across the Mighty First—your dedication continues to strength-
en our District and the work we do for veterans, families, and our communities. 

During convention season, I also had the pleasure of seeing the Legion Riders as they rolled 
through Dodge Center. Their energy, camaraderie, and visible pride in representing the Ameri-
can Legion Family are always inspiring. Moments like that remind us how connected we are 
across our Posts, Units, and Squadrons. 

Looking ahead, I’m optimistic about the year before us. With the momentum we’ve built and 
the passion our members continue to show, I know we are positioned for a productive and 
meaningful year of service. 

I hope to see many of you at the District Picnic on August 16th in Grand Meadow. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity to gather, share fellowship, and enjoy a summer afternoon together. 
Your participation is what makes these events special. 

Thank you again for all you do. The Mighty First District is strong because of you. 

Respectfully,  

Myron Enrich  

District Commander  

First District, Department of Minnesota 
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As the new year starts, our District is missing a Chaplain, as are many posts. Seems peo-
ple are hesitant for this role because they are afraid of what it means so here it is, 
straight from the American Legion. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
The chaplaincy has many purposes.  

1. To help persons grow in their relationship with God and one another. 
2. Serve as a reminder of the transcendent and seek to develop an environment within 

which Legionnaires are encouraged in their personal and collective moral and spir-
itual growth.  

3. We are to remind all Americans that God is the source of all rights and privileges. 
4. The American Legion is comprehensive in nature embracing all religions, faiths, 

and denominations within its ranks.  
5. The chaplaincy being non-denominational and non-sectarian, wishes to minister to 

the spiritual needs of all without regard to either affiliation or non-affiliation. 
6. Chaplains seek to minister to people wherever there is a need. For many, chaplains 

are the only ministers they will ever know, as they have no affiliation with church, 
synagogue, or other religious institution.  

7. The role of the chaplain is ever increasing due to the aging of our membership.  
8. Each Legionnaire should be alert to the physical and spiritual needs of his/her com-

rades.  
9.The chaplain should be notified when there is death, illness, or special concern in 

the membership. At that point the chaplain should provide all ministry and service 
available. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Granted that sounds like a full-time job, and it can be, as any of the positions (elected or 
appointed) can be; so, I’m going to simplify it.  

1. A Chaplain is a person of faith who cares about their brothers and sisters in the Le-
gion.  

2. They do the invocation and benediction at meetings.  
3.They lead memorial events, so we do not forget our POW/MIA brother and sisters. 
4. They do as much as they can. 

 

For those of you who are spiritual, please pray about if you could be a chaplain at the 
District or Post level. If so, and there’s a need, let the current commander know. 
 

Deb 

Chaplain’s Corner 
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And thus, a new year begins! Membership Chairs are busy getting cards out. Adjutants are 
busy wrapping up last year and getting ready for this year. Directors, Vice Directors, County 
Commanders, Post Officers, and EVERY other officer is busy trying to figure out whether 
they’ve gotten themselves into or why they’re still doing it.  Another Legionnaire shared with 
me a document titled "How to Ruin Your American Legion Post”. The points have stayed 
with me, but they are judgmental and passive, in my opinion, so I’m going to share them here 
in a positive tone. The hope is at least one point will help at least one point gain one member, 
get involved in one more thing, set one more goal, regain a little more hope. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Arrive on time and participate. 
 

 

 

 

 

Pay your dues early. 
 

 

When you get a new post member, introduce yourself and make them a part of your 

family. 
As a “family” organization, ensure activities meant to be for the family include ALL the 

family members, and don’t forget the community either. 
Mentor the new and younger members, learn their desires, interests and skills before 

asking them to take on a leadership role. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Let’s make this year a great year. Heal wounds. Support our families. Grow our members. 
Take care of each other. Keep the Buddy Checks going, one is too many! Serve when and 
where you can. Say no thought if you know you can’t, it’s okay. 
 

Deb 

Adjutant’s Corner 
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Hi All, 
 Here is an update on missing membership cards from National. Please see below. 
If you have any questions, please contact me. 
 The primary TAL, SAL and DR1 card runs have been completed and mailed. 
However, the following card types are temporarily delayed: 
• Paid Up For Life (PUFL) cards 
• SAL cards for members who hold both TAL and SAL memberships 
Department-requested replacement or reprinted cards 

Although the primary SAL card run has been completed, cards for dual TAL/SAL 
members require a separate extract and print process. That process, along with 
PUFL and replacement-card printing, is currently unavailable because of tempo-
rary cybersecurity-related system access restrictions and specialized production re-
quirements. 
They have reviewed the available alternatives, but no reasonable temporary worka-
round will allow these orders to be processed safely and accurately. 
They currently expect processing to resume on Wednesday, July 29. Requests al-
ready submitted will remain in the queue and do not need to be resubmitted. They 
will notify departments promptly if the expected timeline changes. 
 **** The district goals have been submitted to Department. As soon as all dis-
tricts are uploaded we should start seeing membership reports. 
Please get memberships submitted as soon as possible. There is no reason to hold 
back on dues payments. Do not sit on them. Do not hold them for any reason. 
I am looking forward to another membership year.  
Thank you, 
Mary Hanson 

1st District Membership Director 
mfhanson52@charter.net 
507-440-3606 

From Your Membership Director 

mailto:mfhanson52@charter.net
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Area 3 Vice Commander 

Another fiscal year has come and gone.  New Department officers.  Pam 
Krill elected our Department Commander.  Attendance to Department Con-
vention continues to decline.  The 1st didn’t have enough folks there to have 
an individual attend committee meetings.  It gets a bit frustrating when 
members want to know the why’s and how’s and how comes but won’t at-
tend a convention.  We have had District Conventions just several miles 
down the road from a Post yet nobody from that Post showed up.  Its great to 
have membership.  We just need to be more active.  Some folks want to 
blame the good old boys syndrome.  I firmly believe that is not the case.  In 
many cases we have gone past that.  The younger generation seem to think a 
Post is someplace for the older members to socialize.  Can that happen? 
Sure.  But most Posts these days don’t even have a home Post yet they are 
still put in that category.  Some folks say there’s no incentive to join or 
there’s nothing for them or their family.  I say why not try it out and if you 
feel there’s nothing then step up and make something happen. One cannot 
rely on the same folks year after year after year.  Point being if you know of 
someone that wants to be an officer at any level get their names in.  There 
are openings within the District or there could be. I took Area 3 Vice Com-
mander only because nobody stepped up.  Some of us have taken up more 
then 1 Chairmanship in the District.  I always hope that someone would step 
up and say hey Sy can I have Oratorical Chairman or Americanism Chair-
man. I will say tho that I am Americanism Chairman because I am also on 
the Department Americanism committee and on National Americanism 
Council so it just make sense but doesn’t mean I have to stay on as District 
Chairman. 
The long and the short of it is let’s find new blood.  Not just in new mem-
bers but long time members who may not be very active but have just never 
been pushed a little or encourage to try. Never hurts to try. 
Sy Fix 
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Area 4 Vice Commander 

Legionnaires, 
  

I will be the Area 4 Vice Commander again for the district. I will be contact-
ing the posts to schedule post visits. I will say, I enjoy attending membership 
dinners and other functions if I am available. 
 I hope to see you at the District Picnic on August 16th at the Veterans Park 
in Grand Meadow at noon. Fellowship and good food. What more can you 
ask for? 

 Please do not hesitate to reach out with any questions or issues. 
  

Mary Hanson 

1st District Area 4 Vice Commander 
507-440-3606 
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Changeover in Stewartville 

Commander Myron Ehrich and Past Commander Brian Medinnus 
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Left to right  Historian Sandy Gessler, Judge Advocate Check Kreuger, 
Membership and Area 4 Vice Commander Mary Hanson, Richard 
Grobe Area One Vice Commander, Sy Fix Area 3 Vice Commander, 
Gary Weaver Finance Officer, and Commander Myron Ehrich  
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Commander Brian and President Wanda at Department Convention 
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MEDICAL   EQUIPMENT  AVAILIABLE                                          
Kasson Post 333 has a over supply of medical equipment which 
includes hospital beds with mattresses,  wheel chairs (both regu-
lar and electric), motorized scooters and much more. If interest-
ed please call Richard Denny at 507—259—2081 for more infor-
mation. 
The 1st District Leadership 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFO  
The district needs your help. We need young-er members to step 
up and accept an officer position before all the experience to help 
mentor them is gone.. Call Jim Kellogg for more information at 
507-438-1123  
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From the desk of Auxiliary President 
Hello to all Auxiliary members of the 1st District!  Another year is behind us and we 
start a new one! 
I hope to see many of you at our District Picnic in Grand Meadow on Sunday, 
August 16th starting at noon at Veterans Memorial Park.  Fried chicken and 
sweetcorn will be provided by the district.                    Please bring a dish to pass. 
Let’s have a great turnout!! 
 

As we begin the new Auxiliary year, we all need to promote membership not just 
our membership chairs!  Membership is the hardest job the Auxiliary has by retain-
ing and recruiting new members each year.  As of July 22th, 1st District was at 2950 
members or 91% of last year.  
 

 My President’s Project will remain the same as last year:  Funds for a Putting 
Green at the Preston Veterans Home, which will be handicap accessible.  Thank 
you to units who have supported the project. A big thank you to Bryon Post 119, 
Stewartville Post 164 and the 1st District American Legion for also helping with the 
project.  To date $5000 has been raised. Gambling funds can be used, if anyone is 
interested in making a donation, please call me or email me. I can walk you thru the 
process. They do not want checks for the project sent to the Preston Veterans Home 
please. 
 

Serving Those Who Served is my theme again this year.  It is what we as Auxiliary 
members and units do. Our mission is to serve our veterans and military however we 
can.  Be involved within our communities and to educate our youth about patriotism. 
 

Welcome to Nancy Lewison and Chandra Gilles from Adams on joining the District 
Executive Board this coming year!  If anyone is interested, I have a few chairman-
ships that still are in need of a chairman. 
Juniors, Finance Committee member, Standing Rules Committee member and Risk 
and Compliance Committee member.  
 

I look forward to visiting your units this coming year, last year was very disappoint-
ing. It can just be a regular meeting you have, nothing special.  I hope to hear from 
some of you! 
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From the desk of Auxiliary President 
 

At Department Convention July 8th
-10th          

Certificates of Merit wear given out to the following Units. 
    Americanism: Rochester Unit 92       
                 Chatfield Unit 197                    
                  Mabel Unit 299 

                   Owatonna Unit 7    
                 Blooming Prairie Unit 52                
                          Hayfield Unit 330        
                          Albert Lea Unit 56 

                 Peterson Unit 526 

 

Community Service:  Stewartville Unit 164  
                  Chatfield Unit 197 

                  Owatonna Unit 77  
 

Education: Blooming Prairie Unit 52 

                   Glenville Unit 264 

       
Junior History: Albert Lea Unit 56 

 

Junior Activities: Albert Lea Unit 56  
                   Stewartville Unit 164 

 

Senior History:  Glenville Unit 264 

 

Poppy: Glenville Unit 264                                                   
              Hayfield Unit 330            
              Wabasha Unit 50 
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From the desk of Auxiliary President 
 

Public Relations: Albert Leas Unit 56 

                            Claremont Unit 422 

          Freeborn Unit 552 

          Hayfield Unit 330 

          Peterson Unit 526 

          Plainview Unit 179 

          Stewartville Unit 164 

 

Public Relations Best Unit Report went to Glenville Unit 264 

 

Betty Gartner History Plaque went to Glenville Unit 264 

 

Individual Membership Awards: Marlys Rowe Wykoff Unit 369 

                  Sharon Hammon LeRoy Unit 161  
                           Roberta Copeland Chatfield Unit 197 

                           Sandra Fredrickson Glenville Unit 264 

                          Rita Selthun Claremont Unit 422 

 

Americanism Essay Contest Winners 

Class III- 2nd Place went to  Serenity Taulbee - La Cresent Unit 595 

Class IV- 2nd Place went to Ryan Nelson -Hayfield  Unit 330 

Class V-2nd Place Kendyl, Hayfield Unit 330 

 

Poppy Contest winner for wearable item went to Nancy Lewison Adams Unit 146  
   

Congratulations to everyone for this recognition at Department Convention!!                                                  
Why we do our Annual Reports! 
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Tonia Betterman, President Wanda Prescher and Lesley Heimer 
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Membership Update – July 26, 2026 

The American Legion Auxiliary’s Mighty First District continues to demon-
strate strong dedication as we move toward the close of the 2026 membership 
year and prepare to launch 2027. According to the latest District report, our 
Units have collectively processed 2,948 members out of 3,240, placing the 
District at 90.98%. This reflects steady, committed work across southeastern 
Minnesota. 
District Overview 

• Total members processed: 2,948 

• New members added: 181 

District percentage: 90.98% 

Your efforts are clearly visible, and many Units are already showing exception-
al strength. 
Top‑Performing Units 

Several Units have surpassed 100% or are very close to it — an outstanding 
achievement: 
• Saint Charles – 140% 

• Wykoff – 133% 

• Chatfield – 118% 

• Glenville – 116% 

• Lanesboro – 102% 

Alden, Claremont, Freeborn, Millville, Waldorf – 100% 

These Units are leading the way, and many others are within reach of their next 
milestone. Thank you for your continued dedication to growing and sustaining 
our Auxiliary membership. 
 

 

Membership Report 
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2027 Membership Year Information 

All Units should have already received or will be receiving their 2027 mem-
bership packets soon. Please watch for these materials and begin preparing 
your early outreach. 
Although National will not mail renewal notices until mid‑September, Units 
may begin collecting and submitting 2027 membership starting August 1st. 
Early processing helps build momentum and ensures your Unit stays ahead of 
goals. 
First Department Goal 
25% by September 15, 2026 

Now is the perfect time to begin contacting members, encouraging renewals, 
and welcoming new faces into your Unit. 
Reminders for Success 

• Submit memberships promptly — avoid holding transmittals. 
• Review your roster and reach out to unpaid members early. 
• Keep communication warm, welcoming, and personal. 
Reconcile ALAMIS regularly to ensure accuracy. 
Your work strengthens our mission, our communities, and our District. Let’s 
carry this momentum into the new membership year and reach that 25% goal 
together. 
If you have any questions, please reach out. Michelle Weaver, First District 
Membership Chairman weaver.michelle595@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Membership Report 
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A Look at Our Programs & A Call to Serve 

One of the greatest strengths of the American Legion Auxiliary is the wide variety of 
programs that allow every member to make a meaningful difference. Whether your 
passion is supporting veterans, mentoring youth, preserving our history, promoting 
patriotism, or serving your community, there is a place for you to get involved. 
Each Auxiliary program plays a vital role in fulfilling our mission of serving veterans, 
military members, and their families. Below is a brief look at each program and the 
important work it accomplishes throughout our District and beyond. 
Americanism 

Promotes patriotism, respect for our nation's flag, and appreciation for American val-
ues. Members participate in patriotic ceremonies, parades, school programs, flag eti-
quette education, and activities that foster love of country. 
Auxiliary Emergency Fund (AEF) 
Provides temporary financial assistance to eligible American Legion Auxiliary mem-
bers who experience unexpected hardships or disasters, offering support when it is 
needed most. 
Children & Youth 

Dedicated to improving the well-being of children, especially military children, 
through educational opportunities, community programs, family support, and youth-

centered activities. 
Community Service 

Encourages members to strengthen their communities through volunteer service, 
charitable outreach, partnerships with local organizations, and projects that improve 
the lives of others. 
Constitution & Bylaws 

Helps ensure that Units operate according to proper governance by maintaining cur-
rent governing documents and promoting knowledge of parliamentary procedure and 
organizational policies. 
Education 

Supports students, educators, and schools through scholarships, classroom assistance, 
teacher recognition, literacy initiatives, and educational resources. 
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Girls State 

Offers young women an unforgettable hands-on experience in government, leader-
ship, and citizenship by participating in a mock state government while developing 
confidence and lifelong leadership skills. 
History 

Preserves the rich legacy of the American Legion Auxiliary by documenting 
achievements, milestones, events, and the stories of our members for future gener-
ations. 
Junior Activities 

Encourages our youngest members to become active participants in service, lead-
ership, patriotism, and the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary. 
Leadership 

Provides education, mentoring, and training opportunities that help members de-
velop the knowledge and confidence needed to become effective leaders. 
Legislation 

Keeps members informed about legislative issues affecting veterans, military fami-
lies, and the Auxiliary while encouraging advocacy and civic engagement. 
Membership 

Focuses on welcoming new members, retaining current members, and encouraging 
meaningful participation that keeps our organization strong and growing. 
Memorial/Chaplain 

Provides spiritual support, conducts memorial services, offers comfort during 
times of loss, and honors the memory of members who have gone before us. 
National Security 

Supports active-duty military personnel, veterans, first responders, and military 
families while promoting emergency preparedness and community awareness. 
Past Presidents Parley 

Encourages mentorship, recognizes the contributions of past leaders, supports 
women veterans, and provides healthcare scholarships. 
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Poppy Program 

Honors the sacrifice of fallen veterans while raising funds to assist veterans and 
their families through the distribution of the memorial poppy. This year's dedica-
tion was truly inspiring—during one special event, 154 volunteers handcrafted 
an incredible 3,729 poppies in just two hours, demonstrating the remarkable 
commitment of our Auxiliary family. 
Public Relations 

Shares the story of the American Legion Auxiliary by promoting our mission 
through local media, social media, newsletters, community outreach, and positive 
public awareness. 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R) 
Provides comfort, care, and support to veterans through volunteer service, dona-
tions, rehabilitation programs, hospital visits, and countless acts of kindness that 
improve quality of life. 
A Call to Serve 

Every successful Auxiliary program is made possible by dedicated members who 
are willing to serve as District Program Chairmen. These leaders educate, encour-
age, coordinate activities, and inspire Units throughout the District to carry out 
our mission. 
Serving as a chairman is a rewarding opportunity to develop leadership skills, 
build lasting friendships, and make a meaningful impact on the lives of veterans, 
military families, children, and communities. 
If you have a passion for serving others and would like to become more involved, 
we encourage you to consider accepting a District Program Chairmanship. 
If you are interested in serving as a District Program Chairman, please con-
tact District President Wanda. Your willingness to step forward today helps en-
sure that the American Legion Auxiliary continues its proud tradition of service 
for generations to come. 
Together, we can continue strengthening our District, supporting our veterans, and 
fulfilling our mission of Service Not Self. 
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The Albert Lea Junior Auxiliary presented their flag presentation debut to the 
public on July 4th at 11 am and 1 pm at the American Legion.  The half hour 
presentations  displayed the history of our first flag to our present flag.  The 
presentation was very educational and did a splendid job of displaying the flag's 
evolution.  Paulette Anderson and Anna Goedke assisted the Juniors.  The pub-
lic was quite impressed with the presentation. 

Albert Lea Auxiliary 
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On July 19th Paulette Anderson and Carrie Schmitz, Albert Lea Post 56 Auxiliary 
members, presented a donation of $1000 to the Board Members of the North Star 
Honor Flight.  It was a pleasure and honor to give this to assist our veterans.  

 

North Star Honor Flight is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization that flies veterans on 
all all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C. for a day of recognition and to visit 
monuments and memorials that have been built in their honor.  For more infor-
mation https://northstarhonorflight.org/ or https://www.facebook.com/
northstarhonorflight 
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American Legion Auxiliary – Department of Minnesota 

17th Annual Junior Fun Weekend 

The American Legion Auxiliary invites all Junior members ages 3–18 and their 
Advisors/Chaperones to join us for a weekend of friendship, learning, and fun at 
Legionville near Brainerd, Minnesota! 
Who Can Attend 

• All Junior members, whether or not they belong to an active Junior group 

• Advisor/chaperone ratio: 1 adult for every 3 Juniors 
Registration is first-come, first-served 

For questions, contact the Department Office at 651‑224‑7634 or email deptof-
fice@mnala.org. 
Friday, August 14 – Sunday, August 16, 2026 

• Check‑in: Friday, 5–8 p.m. (please do not arrive before 5 p.m.) 
• Dinner served after 6 p.m. 
Check‑out: Sunday by 11 a.m. 
Legionville near Brainerd, Minnesota  

$25 per person (includes meals, snacks, and activities) Registrations received af-
ter Friday, July 17, 2026 will be $30. No refunds will be issued. 
Send registration and payment to: American Legion Auxiliary State Veterans 
Services Building 20 West 12th St. #314 St. Paul, MN 55155 

The registration form can be found online at https://www.mnala.org/ 
This weekend brings Junior members from across Minnesota together to learn 
more about Auxiliary programs and enjoy organized activities coordinated by the 
Department Junior Activities Chairman and dedicated ALA volunteers. Each 
Junior must bring a completed permission form at check‑in. Senior Advisors and 
chaperones will supervise their Juniors and assist with activities. 
A nurse will be on site for minor boo‑boos, and no one needs to bring snacks—
they’re included! 

tel:6512247634
https://www.mnala.org/?utm_source=copilot.com
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SAL Commander’s Corner 
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SAL Chaplain’s Corner 

As summer begins to wind down and we prepare for another busy season of service, 
August gives us an opportunity to pause, reflect, and be thankful for the many bless-
ings we have received. 
The Sons of The American Legion is built on the values of service, patriotism, and 
caring for one another. Those values are never more important than during the every-
day moments when a kind word, a helping hand, or simply taking the time to listen 
can make a tremendous difference in someone's life. We never truly know what bur-
dens another person may be carrying, but we can always choose to respond with 
compassion and understanding. 
As Chaplain, I encourage each of us to keep our veterans, active-duty military, first 
responders, and their families in our daily thoughts and prayers. Their sacrifices al-
low us to enjoy the freedoms we sometimes take for granted. Let us also remember 
our fellow members who may be facing illness, loss, loneliness, or personal strug-
gles. A phone call, a visit, or a simple message reminding someone they are not 
alone can be one of the greatest ministries we offer. 
As our Squadrons begin planning fall activities, membership drives, and community 
events, let us approach each opportunity with grateful hearts and a servant's spirit. 
Every act of kindness, every volunteer hour, and every moment spent supporting our 
communities reflects the mission of The American Legion Family. 
May we continue to be examples of integrity, respect, and hope wherever we serve. 
Let us encourage one another, celebrate our successes together, and lift each other up 
during difficult times. 
May God bless each of you, your families, our veterans, our military, and the com-
munities we proudly serve. May He continue to guide our District and grant us wis-
dom, strength, and compassion as we carry out His work through service to others. 
Have a safe, healthy, and blessed August. 
"Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ." — 
Galatians 6:2 

Chris Taulbee, District Chaplain  
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SAL Advisor 

Good afternoon 1st District Family: 
I am here to remind our District Officers...  Posts....Squads...Units...that if they 
have a an questions or concerns about the SAL..please contact me. I am ready and 
willing to help you in any way I can. 
My plan is to try to visit as many Squads as possible to check in and see first hand 
how they are doing. 
Brian Medinnus 

1st District SAL Advisor 
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ALR Director Corner 

Hello Riders! 
  Well I hope you all have enjoyed the last few months of riding, I know I 
have.  Nothing better then getting out on the rode riding with good friends on a 
nice day. Good camaraderie is the best. That’s what we are about. We still have 
a couple months left to ride. So keep riding and be safe! 
 

  The Glenville ALR’s hosted the 2026 Nation of Patriots (NOP)Tour that start-
ed at the Bergdale Harley Davidson in Albert Lea on the 15th of May. Three 
members from the chapter: Scott Kallberg, Bruce Camerer and Larry Larson 
worked for months with the NOP team. They have each received. an American 
Legion National Award for their work. Congratulations to them and all of Glen-
ville’s chapter/post. 
   

I also would like to send out a THANK YOU to everyone that rode the Fund 85 
ride this last month. Along with big THANK YOU to all those Legion Post that 
donated funds . 
 

   The Fund 85 Ride was held on Saturday July 25th. It started in the 1st Dis-
trict, at Dodge Center American Legion. Then onward we went to other stops at 
American Legions in Adams, Austin, Glenville, Albert Lea. The ride ended in 
Waseca with a great party including a great dinner and live music. A big thank 
you goes out to the Waseca ALR Chapter 9 for hosting the end of the 3 day ride. 
  The Fund 85 is an American Legion Department of MN Veterans Assistance 
Fund that is fast becoming a premier program in the Department. It’s is setup to 
raise funds to help veterans and their families in need of assistance. 
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ALR Director continued 

September 19th is the return of the Nation of Patriots Tour. It will return to 
Bergdale’s Harley Davidson in Albert Lea and will be hosted by Glen-
ville’s ALR Chapter 264. The Flag will have been traveling the United 
States for 115 days. This includes Hawaii and Alaska.  One hundred per-
cent of the money raised is to help veterans in need of some assistance. 
 

  We also have other rides and events within the 1st District in the month of 
August to look forward to. Veterans Stand Down the 16th, Austin ALR 
scholarship Run Aug 23rd and also Winona ALR Ride the 23rd.   
 

  If any chapter has upcoming events and/or rides please let me know so I 
can post them in the newsletter.  
 

I hope everyone has a great summer of riding motorcycles and can continue 
to do so the next couple of months! 
  Be safe everyone! 
 

  Wes 

  ALR Director 1st District  
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VETERANS EMPOWERED INC.  
SERVING AND SAVING VETERAN LIVES 

We provide free books and free PTSD therapy for disabled 
veterans in our Rochester clinical office. 

 

PLEASE HELP WITH A CONTRIBUTION TO RAISE $50,000 TO PRINT 
10,000 ADDITIONAL COPIES OF OUR BOOK  


